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Our plain-English approach has served audiences well for 30 years, ensuring they receive 

accurate and unbiased technology information to meet their needs. 
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The Connected Home 

Discover New Possibilities With 
Today's Technology 



TODAY A WIDE VARIETY of digital devices and technologies 
work together to make all kinds of information available when- 
ever and wherever you need it. Stream movies to your home the- 
ater; download photos from a relative overseas to a photo frame 
in your living room; or upload music from your MP3 player to 
your car. Whatever you want to do, there's a product out there 
to help you do it. Use this digital home blueprint to identify the 
types of things you want to do, and then go to the appropriate 
pages to learn about related products and technologies. 
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For many of us, a cell phone 
is a daily companion, and 
it's a device that's constantly 
evolving. To learn about the 
latest in phone tech, features, 
and accessories, take a look 
at our Portable Devices section. 
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The Internet & Prosperity 

A survey from Pew Research suggests 
that there might be a link between 
household income and Internet use. 
The survey found that 95% of American 
households that earn $75,000 or more 
a year use the Internet at least occa- 
sionally, and in this income bracket, 
93% have high-speed Internet. Of those 
American households that earn less than 
$75,000 a year, 70% access the Internet 
at least occasionally, and of this income 
bracket, 85% have high-speed Internet. 
And only 57% of households with an- 
nual income less than $30,000 occa- 
sionally access the Internet. 
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Polarizing Posts Are Popular 

Researchers studying forum postings on 
the BBC's online discussion forums and 
Digg.com have determined that angering 
or upsetting blog posts tend to be the 
most popular. The researchers arrived at 
this conclusion by assigning a "happiness 
score" to the online postings based on 
emotional content translated from fac- 
tors such as keywords, emoticons, and 
misspellings. The posts that generated 
the most responses turned out to be the 
ones that had very low happiness scores. 
According to one of the researchers, 
"If you want a long chat, don't start by 
saying 'I love this!'" 



FirstGlimpse 



6 February 2011 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



OPEN 



marketplace 



Game Console Activities 

We've known for a while that modern game consoles are used for more than just 
playing games alone, but Nielsen now has proof. According to its report, online gaming 
and movie watching are two of the most popular console activities. Xbox 360 owners 
spend 28% of their time with the console gaming online compared to 1 9% for PS3 
owners and 12% for Wii owners. PS3 owners devote 27% of their time with the device 
watching Blu-ray Disc or DVD movies, but Xbox 360 owners spend just 1 1% of their 
time watching DVDs. The king of downloaded movies and TV shows, on the other hand, 
is the Wii, with 20% of users' time spend watching streaming video, compared to Xbox 
360 and PS3 owners who spend 10% and 9% of their time streaming, respectively. 

Source: Nielsen 



Game Console Activities 



Play Games 
Online 

Watch Streaming 
Movies 

Watch DVDs/ 
Blu-rays 



Microsoft Xbox 360 Sony PlayStation 3 Nintendo Wii 

YouTube Catches Up With The Boob Tube 

Forrester reports that average Americans are now spending 1 3 hours per week using the 
Internet, which is the same amount of time they currently spend watching TV. In 2005, 
however, Americans watched TV more than twice as much as they logged on. In 2010, 
TV watching had grown by a paltry 5% overall, but Internet use increased dramatically 
to the tune of 121 % over five years. 

Source: Forrester Research 
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tidbits 

Despite the solid growth in PC 

shipments, Gartner has revised 

its 2010 and 2011 

estimates down, 

not because of 

the economy, 

but because 

of the surprise 

popularity of 

tablet devices. 

Gartner's analysts expect media 

tablets to displace roughly 10% 

of PC units by 2014. 

Source: Gartner 

A new survey revealed that 

nearly 1 in 10 Internet users is 

on Twitter, but only 

a quarter tweet 

almost daily. 

What are 

they tweeting 

about? Pew 

reports that 72% 

of all posts are 

about the author's personal life. 

Source: Pew Internet & 
American Life Project 

Gartner predicts that sales of 
ebook readers will cross the 1 1 
million unit mark in 201 1, which 
is a 68.3% jump compared to 
2010, when 6.6 million units 
shipped. 201 0's numbers also far 
surpassed the 3.6 million units 
shipped in 2009. 

Source: Gartner 

A new report predicts that global 
Blu-ray Disc pro- 
duction will 
close in on 2 
billion units 
by 201 4. For 
2010, produc- 
tion reached 400 
million units, which 
is up almost 60% since 2009. 
Source: Futuresource Consulting 
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HOW TO BUY 



The Right HDTV 
Screen Technology 

Three Technologies, One Choice 
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HDTV is practically synonymous with flat-panel TV these 
days. Flat screens are by far the most popular sets on the 
market. New TV technologies are always on the horizon, but 
right now there are three to choose from. Let's go over factors 
about each one that may sway your buying decision. 



LCD 

• LCD offers by far the widest selection of screen sizes 
and models. 

• The picture is quite bright, so it often has better clarity 
in a well-lit room. 

• LCD TVs don't use glass screens, so there's no 
problem with reflections or glare. 

• One potential drawback is the contrast ratio — the 
range of blackest blacks to whitest whites. Because 
the fluorescent backlighting is always on, LCDs can't 
render pure blacks. 



LED 



LED is similar to LCD, but instead of using fluorescent 
backlighting to illuminate the picture, it uses lots of 
small light-emitting diodes. 

Because these LEDs can dim or turn off where the 
picture is dark (a process called local dimming), 
the screen does a much better job of rendering 
black tones. 

LED combines most of the advantages of LCD 
with plasma's superior contrast ratio. 

LED is a much newer, more advanced technology, so 
it comes at a higher price than an equivalent LCD. 

They best fit a green lifestyle, because they consume 
less power and generate less heat. 



Plasma 

• Plasma is widely regarded as having a picture most 
like that of a tube TV, with unsurpassed contrast and 
color fidelity. 

• It has the widest viewing angle, so if you have several 
people watching from different locations in the room, a 
plasma will keep everyone happy. 

• Plasma TVs are much heavier than same-sized LCD sets, 
demanding more care and stability for wall-mounting. 

• They consume more power, may emit a buzz at high 
altitudes, and the glass screen can catch a glare from 
light sources. 



FirstGlimpse 



by Brian Hodge 



8 February 2011 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



HOME THEATER 



What You Need To 
Know About Smart TV 

The Ultimate Entertainment Package 




Internet access is the newest feature making its way to HDTVs, and it comes in 
two flavors — Internet-connected TV and Smart TV. While these technologies may 
seem one in the same, they offer different benefits. Read on for everything you need 
to know about Smart TV devices and televisions. (To learn more about Internet- 
connected TV devices, see page 10.) 



The Basics 

Internet-connected Blu-ray Disc players and HDTVs tend to offer a static in- 
terface and menu, but Smart TV devices have significant processing power 
and offer a more personalized experience through interactive menus and ap- 
plications. To take advantage of Smart TV, you can use a TV that has built-in 
capabilities, such as the Sony GT1 Series Internet TV (www.sonystyle.com), or 
connect a Smart TV BD player, DVR, or companion box to your current HDTV. 
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Do More With Smart TV 

Unlike Internet-connected devices 
that display Web content as a series 
of widget-like icons on your TV, 
a home theater connected with a 
Smart TV device gives you unfet- 
tered access to the Internet, much 
like that which you enjoy on the 
PC. This home-theater Web option 
allows you to seamlessly search 
for the content you want to view, 
regardless of whether it is on the 
Web, on your cable or satellite 
broadcast, on your home network, 
or on your DVR. 



What You Need 

To start enjoying Smart TV in your 
home theater, you'll first need 
a Smart TV device and a wired 
or wireless high-speed Internet 
connection. Only select Smart 
TV products have built-in wire- 
less capabilities, but many have 
USB ports that let you connect a 
wireless adapter. Wired connec- 
tions exceed the 1 to 20Mbps 
throughput required to stream HD 
movies, but 802.1 1 n wireless net- 
works are strongly recommended if 
you plan to connect wirelessly. 
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What You Need 
To Know About 
Internet-Connected TV 

A Variety Of Means To An End 




Many new HDTVs are equipped with widgets that make use of Internet connectivity, 
and other devices on the market can connect TVs that lack such internal functionality 
to the Internet. Here's what you should know about Internet-connected TV. 



How It Works 

Internet-connected TV devices, such as HDTVs and Blu-ray Disc players, can 
connect to the Web using an Ethernet port or Wi-Fi. For the latter, you just 
plug one end of an Ethernet cable to your Internet-connected TV device and 
the other to your router; for the former, you simply enter your home network 
name and password when you set up the Internet-connected TV device. 



Connect Any TV 

There are many Internet-connected TVs on the market, but there are still plenty of 
models that lack this feature. However, by using an external Internet-connected TV 
device, you can get the same Internet access via widgets and apps. Products that can 
get your TV connected include select game consoles, BD players, and set-top boxes. 
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What Internet- 
Connected TV Offers 

These devices use built-in widgets 
and apps for so you can access 
and view popular services, such 
as YouTube, Hulu, or Netflix, on 
your TV screen. Additional widgets 
might let you check the weather, 
find football scores, and read the 
latest headlines. 

Keep in mind that Internet-connected 
TV does have its limitations. You're 
not quite experiencing the "full" 
Internet; for example, most Internet- 
connected TV devices don't offer 
Web browsers, so it's unlikely you 
can surf the Web or check your 
email. You also won't be able to add 
new widgets or apps to what your 
device already offers, so it's best 
to find a model that's preinstalled 
with the widgets and apps you want 
to use. If you're looking for a Web 
home-theater option without such 
limitations, Smart TV may be what 
you're looking for. Check out "What 
You Need To Know About Smart 
TV" on page 9 to learn more. 
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What You Need To 
Know About 3D HDTV 

Entertainment With A New Aspect 

HDTVs with 3D capabilities are set to revolutionize our home theaters with experi- 
ences that make it seem like you're a part of the action. Not only can these sets let 
you watch regular 2D content with great clarity and detail, but their 3D capabilities 
can also enhance the believability of what you see — imagine watching movies such 
as "How To Train Your Dragon" where the creatures seem to fly out of your screen. 
Here, well cover what you should know about a 3D home theater. 



A Whole New Dimension 

If you decide to opt for a 3D HDTV, note that there are models that are coined 
3D-ready and 3D-capable (or Full 3D) TVs. The difference is the sets' ability to 
transmit a 3D signal. With 3D-ready, you must connect a 3D adapter or transmitter 
(which might be included with the HDTV) to the TV, while a 3D-capable set 
doesn't need an adapter because it already has a built-in 3D signal transmitter. 



Content Options 

More and more 3D content is available every day. Current at-home 3D viewing op- 
tions include 3D Blu-ray Disc movies, home video taken with a 3D camcorder or 
photos snapped with a 3D camera, and some sports channels on cable or satellite. 
For more details on 3D HD content, see "Find HD & 3D Content" on page 12. 



3D Requirements 

A 3D HDTV setup requires certain 
accessories and components. First, 
you'll need compatible 3D eyewear 
to be able to view 3D media. Some 
TVs are bundled with up to two pairs 
of glasses, but if they aren't included 
or you want to purchase additional 
pairs, you'll need to make sure 
they work with your TV model. For 
those who want to watch 3D BDs, a 
3D-capable player is a must. You'll 
also need an HDMI cable that can 
transmit data up to 1 0Gbps or lists 
support for 3D playback so you can 
connect the disc player or other 3D 
components to your HDTV. And 
finally, if you plan to control your 
home-theater audio through an A/V 
receiver, it will need to support 3D 
pass-through technology. 
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Find HD & 3D Content 

Get The Most From Your HDTV 

Once you've made the move to HD or 3D television (or both), you need to find HD 
and 3D content; after all, simply connecting your TV to cable, satellite, or an an- 
tenna doesn't guarantee either one. Well tell you how to find the content you want. 





HD Content For Your Home Theater 

Many people purchase an HD television but end up watch- 
ing SD (standard-definition) programming — sometimes 
without even realizing it. (Keep in mind that in order to 
view HD content, you must connect your components to 
the TV using HDMI cables.) There are several sources of 
HD content: 

• OTA (over-the-air). Even absent a cable provider, you 
can view certain channels in HD using just an antenna. 

• Digital cable. Cable providers now provide most content 
in HD, as long as the media outlet it purchases content 
from created it in HD. 

• Blu-ray Disc. By definition, Blu-ray content is delivered 
in HD. 

• Web content. Much Web content can be delivered in 
high-def, including videos from services such as Netflix, 
Amazon Video on Demand, and others. 

• Game consoles. Many game consoles can play BD con- 
tent or stream HD video from Web-based providers. 

• Digital imaging devices. Many camcorders and digital cam- 
eras can create HD content and display it on your HDTV. 



Sources Of 3D Content 

3D content is harder to find than HD content, but 
that is changing rapidly as production companies 
ramp up the creation of 3D media. Currently the 
best places to find 3D content are: 

• 3D theatrical releases on BD. While these might 
be limited now, some studios have said that all of 
their future releases will be in 3D. 

• 3D digital cameras and camcorders. Some cam- 
eras are capable of capturing 3D imagery. Also, 
some multimedia software can convert 2D stills 
and video into 3D. 

• Many cable and satellite vendors offer 3D 
content. DirecTV offers the CINE3D, ESPN 
3D, and n3D channels, for example. Some 
cable providers, lacking a full schedule of 3D 
broadcasts, are scheduling special events that 
they'll broadcast in 3D. Check with your cable 
provider to determine whether it will be supply- 
ing 3D programming. 

• More and more cable channels are offering 3D 
content, and that list will continue to grow. 
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The Heart Of 
An HT Setup 

An A/V Receiver Ties It All Together 




An A/V receiver collects audio from devices such as a BD (Blu-ray Disc) player, ampli- 
fies it, and sends it to a set of speakers. At the same time, it lets video pass through 
to your TV to maintain "lip sync" between the audio and video. You can buy an A/V 
receiver by itself or as part of an HTiB (home-theater-in-a-box) kit with speakers. 



Surround-Sound Format Support 

Ideally, your receiver should be able to fully decode (make audible) all sound 
compression formats used by BDs and DVDs, because not every BD player 
can do this. In fact, some players only partially support certain advanced audio 
formats, such as DTS-HD Master Audio, with stereo reproduction instead of 
surround sound. 



Amplification 

A receiver's wattage rating provides a very rough estimate of how loud it can 
play your audio without distortion or damage from overheating. If your home 
theater is in a large room, for example, shop for an A/V receiver with a higher 
wattage rating. If you want to compare two receivers against each other, their 
RMS wattage specs will give you the best apples-to-apples comparison. 
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Inputs & Outputs 

Not all set-top boxes, game con- 
soles, TVs, and other HT devices 
support HDMI cables. Depending 
on your equipment, you may need 
a receiver with a variety of ports 
such as Component video and 
digital audio. 



HD & 3D Integrity 

It's smart to buy a receiver that 
lets 3D video pass through it. Even 
if you have no immediate plans 
to try 3D at home, you'll at least 
be assured of a more future-proof 
receiver with enough bandwidth 
for HD video and multichannel 
surround sound. Note that you 
may have to upgrade the receiver's 
firmware to add 3D support. 

Finally, to avoid a bottleneck and 
a drop in A/V quality, use HDMI 
cables with a high data throughput 
rating, such as 10.2Gbps. 
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Disc Player Primer 

Blu-ray Disc vs. Upconverting DVD Players 



For anyone who owns an HDTV, choosing a disc player is 
an important decision because it can determine the quality of 
your video playback. There are obvious benefits to both BD 



(Blu-ray Disc) players and upconverting DVD players. To assist 
you with your purchasing decision, below you'll find a com- 
parison of each device's features. 
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Blu-ray Disc Players 




Upconverting DVD Players 




Technology Overview 


BD players use a blue laser to read a 
disc and output high-definition video 
and high-quality audio 




Upconverting DVD players analyze SD video 
from DVDs and upscale it to resemble an 
HD image 


Requirements 


If you want to maintain HD quality, you 
should use an HDMI cable to connect the 
BD player to your HDTV. You could also 
use Component for near-HD quality 

If you have an Internet-connectable BD 
player without built-in Wi-Fi, you will 
need an Ethernet cable, powerline Ethernet 
adapter, or wireless adapter to access your 
home network and Internet features 




To view video at its best quality, you'll need an 
HDMI cable 

Alternatively, you could use a Component 
video cable to watch DVDs in standard definition 


Common Features 


Upconverts standard DVDs to near-HD 
video quality 

Features built-in memory to store 
BD-Live trailers and other media 

Includes USB ports and SD card slots 
for viewing externally stored content 




Some models include power-saving features with 
Energy Star qualifications 

Supports HDMI and/or Component video output 

Most upconverting DVD players can also play audio 
and photo formats, such as MP3, JPEG, and WMA 


Benefits 


Can output 7.1 -channel audio 

BD players can provide video in Full HD 




Almost all models are relatively inexpensive 
They can produce a smooth and crisp picture 


Coolest Feature 


Internet-connected models can access 
extra content, such as movies, music, 
and social media sites 




Lets you view your current DVD collection in the 
best possible quality 
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The Power Of Game 
Consoles 

Multimedia Systems 
In Disguise 



Game consoles might as well be named media 
consoles because they do much more than just 
let you play games. You can watch movies, get 
live news and social media updates, or surf the 
Web, all from your game system. Here, well 
show you some of the other benefits many 
game consoles can provide. 



Watch & Listen 

Certain consoles can play different multimedia 
types. You might be able to watch DVDs, Blu-ray 
Discs, or Web shows and movies. Or, music lov- 
ers could play CDs from the disc tray, rip songs 
to the hard drive, or stream music with certain 
consoles. Some game consoles can also connect 
to your laptop or PC via your wired or wireless 
home network and stream files from a computer. 



Browse The Internet 

The ability to surf the Web from your game 
console adds many features that wouldn't be 
available without a network connection. Check 
the weather, shop online, or get the latest news 
and sports stories. Console-specific online stores 
feature downloads for movies, TV shows, and 
more. Some models also give access to media 
through built-in apps. Take for example the Xbox 
360 ($399.99 for 250GB console with Kinect; 
www.xbox.com), which can stream from Last.fm 
or Netflix. For more info on Kinect, see page 74. 




Stay Connected 

A game console can also serve as a valuable communication tool 
for keeping in touch with friends and family. You may be able to 
voice chat with fellow gamers or family members over online gam- 
ing networks, and some consoles let you video chat with the use 
of optional camera accessories. Social media sites, such as Twitter 
and Facebook, are often featured either via a Web browser or as a 
standalone app, so you can check your friends' tweets and statuses 
without using a computer or smartphone. 
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Home-Theater Audio Solutions 

Sound Bars, HTiBs & Individual Components 



Home theaters come in multiple shapes and sizes, and you'll need an audio solu- 
tion to match yours. Whether you want a sound bar, an HTiB (home-theater-in-a- 
box), or your own customized system 
comprised of individual components, it's 
easy to find a setup that fits your space 



and audio needs. Here, well tell you 
about the three most common types of 
home-theater audio systems. 



Sound Bar 

• Sound bars save space because 
the multichannel amplifier 
and speakers are concealed in 
a single unit. They are often 
wall-mountable, or they can be 
placed above or below your TV. 

• These may come with a sub- 
woofer, an MP3 player dock, or 
other audio components. 

• Some sound bars can simulate 
surround sound, but it's difficult 
to get the full effect without 
more than one speaker. 

Perfect For: Smaller rooms that only 
need simple audio setups or don't 
have space for full-sized systems. 



HTiB 



• HTiBs are all-in-one systems that 
include a subwoofer, multiple 
speakers, and an A/V receiver 
that may include a built-in 
Blu-ray Disc or DVD player. 
They're available as a 5.1 or 7.1 
surround-sound setup. 

• A 5.1 system consists of one 
center channel speaker, two 
front speakers, and two sur- 
round speakers; a 7.1 system 
adds two back speakers to the 
mix. While an HTiB setup may 
take longer to install than a 
sound bar, it creates a more full 
and enveloping sound. 

• Some HTiBs include MP3 player 
ports, sync technology to control 
all of your HT devices with one 
remote, or wireless speakers. 

Perfect For: Medium to large rooms 
that have plenty of space for a multi- 
speaker surround-sound system. 



Individual Components 

• In terms of size, design, and 
color, there are many speakers to 
choose from. And because not all 
speakers are constructed the same, 
they all sound different. To cus- 
tomize your own surround-sound 
system, you can select individual 
speakers that not only sound the 
best to you, but also match your 
home theater's style. 

• To connect all of the speakers 
you choose, you'll need an NM 
receiver. These multi-channel de- 
vices can support anywhere from 
two to seven speakers plus one 
subwoofer. Some models have 

a built-in disc player, otherwise 
it should offer multiple inputs for 
DVD or BD players as well as 
other audio and video devices. 

• While it can be more expensive 
to build your own system, it will 
ensure you have a sound system 
that's tailored to your taste. 

Perfect For: Someone who wants 
fully customized home-theater audio. 
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Get Your Home Theater 
Connected 



Why Cables Matter 



Your home theater's cables are fight- 
ing a war against signal distortion. 
When electronic signals travel from 
your components to an A/V receiver 
or HDTV, nearby electromagnetic 
fields created by power cables and 
other devices can disrupt the signal. 
Cables must also overcome a phys- 
ics principle where the signal's cur- 
rent and power degrades the longer 
it travels. Finally, the advancement 
of HD picture quality and surround- 
sound audio mean that your cables 
must handle more data than ever 
before. Thus, you'll need to invest 
in high-quality cables that are built 
to prevent noticeable drops in audio 
and video quality in order to main- 
tain harmonic beauty. 



Digital vs. Analog 

• Cables that transmit a digital 
signal, such as HDMI (audio and 
video) and digital optical (audio) 
or digital coaxial (audio), deliver 
better results than analog cables, 
such as Component (video), 
Composite (video), or stereo 
audio cables. 

• When you use an analog cable 
with today's digital home- 
theater components, the signal 
must be converted from digital 
to analog and back. This pro- 
cess can seriously degrade 
your audio and video. 




Deep Color 

• High-quality HDMI cables list 
support for Deep Color, which 
means that the cable can ren- 
der more than 1 billion colors. 
HDMI cables without sup- 
port for Deep Color can only 
deliver approximately 1 6.8 
million colors. 

• The jump from millions of 
colors to billions will deliver 
unprecedented detail and 
more lifelike content to your 
HDTV. 



HDMI 1.4 

• 3D 1080p video requires more 
bandwidth than HD video and 
Blu-ray Disc movies, and for 
the best 3D playback, you'll 
need to use an HDMI cable that 
supports 3D, or alternatively, 
you can look for a cable that 
supports the HDMI 1 .4 standard. 

• Some HDMI cables also feature 
an audio return channel, which 
means you'll no longer need to 
run an audio cable from your 
HDTV to your A/V receiver 

to deliver TV audio to your 
surround-sound system. 
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ESSENTIAL THINGS TO KNOW 



LE D TVs 



Oc. What's an LED TV? 

/More accurately called an LED-LCD, it's a liquid- 
crystal display TV with a backlight made of light- 
emitting diodes instead of the CCFLs (cold-cathode 
fluorescent lamps) used in a traditional LCD. 



Q. 



What's a backlight? 

This is a light source that gives an LCD its brightness. 

The light shines through tiny, colored slots to form an 
image on-screen, with an electrically controlled liquid- 
crystal layer governing the luminance. 



Q 



What are CCFLs? 

/These slim fluorescent lamps, similar to the lighting in 
a store or office, have long been used in LCD computer 
monitors and HDTVs. However, they're not as power ef- 
ficient as LEDs. 



Q, 



How does LED's power efficiency benefit TV buyers? 

/An LED TV will typically use less electricity than a 
regular LCD and much less than a plasma TV. That 
means savings on your electricity bill. 



Q, 



How does an LED backlight affect picture quality? 

/Depending on the LEDs used in a particular TV, the 
picture can be brighter than a traditional LCD's, with 
higher contrast and more lifelike colors. 



Q 



Are there different types of LED backlights? 

Yes, there are. Mainstream and/or stylishly 
thin LED TVs incorporate edge backlighting. 

More upscale LED TVs use what is called full-array 

LED backlights. 



Q 



What is edge backlighting? 

An edge-lit LED TV has its backlights lined up 
around the four edges of its screen, like the CCFLs 

in a traditional LCD. A reflective panel bounces the 

light through the screen. 



QWhy would I want an LED TV with edge 
backlighting? 

Edge lighting reduces a mainstream LED-LCD's 
price premium over an ordinary LCD. Edge- 

backlit LED TVs can also be made physically thin 

for better aesthetics. 



Q 



What is full-array backlighting? 

Instead of a reflective panel behind the screen, a full- 
array LED TV features a bank of white LEDs. These 
shine directly out of the screen without reflection. 



Q 



What are the benefits of full-array backlighting? 

Full-array LEDs tend to cost more, but they generally pro- 
duce a brighter and more evenly lit picture. Another perk 
called local dimming delivers darker blacks and whiter whites. 
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Yes, You Need To 
Calibrate 

Get Optimal HDTV Video Results 



Why A Professional Calibration? 

• Calibration specialists are ISF (Imaging Science Foundation-certified, which means they are trained to use highly special- 
ized and expensive equipment to calibrate HDTVs correctly. 

• A calibration DVD might be a tempting alternative, but it won't let you adjust all of your HDTVs settings. An ISF-certified 
professional can access advanced service menus to calibrate your TV correctly. These settings aren't meant to be experi- 
mented with, so if you poke around and gain access to your TV's service menu, it's best to leave it alone. Many people 
have rendered their TVs useless because they didn't heed this warning. 



Your Video May Not Be 
All That It Seems 

• Most TVs are shipped with a set stan- 
dard video mode meant for an elec- 
tronics store display — this means 
that the TV's settings are adjusted to 
show the best picture in a bright, 
fluorescent-lit environment. Because 
it's unlikely your lighting at home 
matches the store's surroundings, 
you should have your TV profes- 
sionally calibrated by a specialist to 
accommodate your home's unique 
lighting environment. 

• An HDTVs viewing angle and your 
home-theater setup also affect how 
your HDTV should be calibrated. 
An ISF-certified professional takes 
these factors into account when 
making adjustments. 

• Although you can expect to budget 
1 to 1 5% of the purchase price of 
your television for a professional cali- 
bration, consider it an entertainment 
investment that will pay dividends for 
years to come. 



What You Can Expect 

• A calibration session includes two inputs on the set, so no matter which you 
use, you will get the best image clarity and sharpness your HDTV can provide. 

• A professional will use color analyzer equipment to objectively tune color 
saturation and temperature as precisely as possible, letting you see video 
exactly the same way it looked when it was created. 

• Your HDTVs contrast will be set up to provide greater video detail as well 
as the darkest blacks and brightest whites. 
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HDTVs 

Screen Technology 
Differences 

LCD (liquid-crystal display) 




LCDs can use one of two 
backlight technologies. 
CCFLs (cold cathode fluo- 
rescent lamps) are the most 
common, but LEDs are the 
latest backlight technology to 
hit the LCD scene. (See the 
"LED" section for more info 
on LED TVs.) 
Pros 

• The thin profiles and light 
weight of LCDs make them 
easy to mount on a wall. 

• Power demands are a bit 
lower than comparably 
sized plasma displays and 
considerably lower than 
CRT televisions. 

Cons 

• Fast-moving images may 
suffer from a slight trailer 
effect, but with improved 



LCD technology, the effect 
is barely perceptible. 

• When pixels stick on or 
off, they show up as either 
a pinpoint of bright light or 
black, which can be dis- 
tracting on-screen. 

• From certain viewing an- 
gles, LCDs will lose video 
contrast and color. 

• LCDs with CCFL back- 
lighting suffer from 
leaking light, and unlike 
LEDs, they can't dim cer- 
tain areas on-screen. This 
may result in blacks and 
whites that appear to be 
more gray in color. 

Best For 

• Streaming PC content 

• Bright, sunny rooms 



LED (light-emitting diode) 



LED TVs are actually a type 
of LCD TV. These sets use 
one of two LED backlight 
technologies: 

• Full-array lighting places 
LEDs behind the screen 
in a grid pattern, letting 
the TV dim certain LEDs 
for the best contrast ratios 
available. 

• Edge-lit sets have LEDs 
placed around the frame 
of the TV, and light is 
directed toward the 
center of the screen. 
Edge-lit models cost less 
than full-array sets and 
are a lot thinner. 

Pros 

• By using LEDs, these sets 
use a lot less electricity 
than other HDTVs, and 



they don't contain harmful 
mercury. 

• Overall, LED TVs are one- 
third thinner than other 
LCD TVs and have longer 
life spans. 

• Plasmas are well-known 
for their deep blacks, crisp 
whites, and fast response 
times, but LED TVs closely 
match in performance. 

Cons 

• These sets are costly be- 
cause they feature a rela- 
tively new technology. 

• Blooming, or a halo effect, 
may encircle bright images 
that are on dark back- 
grounds. 

Best For 

• Eco-conscious viewers 

• Fast-paced gaming 



Plasma 



Pros 

• A plasma TV's phosphors light up 
evenly across the screen to create 
images, which are consistently 
bright and clear with vibrant 
colors. 

• The contrast ratio is high, so you'll 
see some of the darkest blacks and 
brightest whites. 



The design and technology of 

plasma TVs lend themselves to 

large screen sizes — typically 42 

inches or greater. 

Rapid pixel response means no 

blurry motion. 

Wide viewing angles give you the 

same high-quality images on-screen 

no matter where in the room you 

happen to be sitting. 



Cons 

• Some plasmas are susceptible to image 
burn-in if not cared for properly. 

• Low air pressure and high altitudes 
may cause plasmas to buzz. 

• Some plasmas have highly reflective 
glass, which isn't ideal in sunny settings. 

Best For 

• Large groups who watch TV together 

• Movies or sports with nonstop action 



RPTV (rear-projection TV) 

Pros 

• RPTVs are surprisingly lightweight for 
their sizes. 

• You'll find exceptional picture quality 
on very big screens (typically 60 
inches and larger). 



• As screens get bigger, RPTVs tend to 
be more cost-effective than an LCD, 
LED, or plasma TV. 

Cons 

• With depths of 1 6 to 24 inches, 
these TVs are far too big and bulky to 
mount on a wall. 



• RPTVs require lamp replacements 
every few years. 

Best For 

• Anyone who wants to bring a 
cinematic experience home 

• Big, roomy home theaters 
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HDTV Glossary 



Balderdash! OK, HDTV jargon 
isn't quite that bad, but there 
are a few terms that every 
shopper needs to know. Here 
is your cheat sheet. 

aspect ratio — Put simply, it's the shape 
of the TV's screen. An HDTV has a 
wider picture than a traditional TV of 
the same vertical screen height. An 
HDTV has a 16:9 aspect ratio, meaning 
that if its screen were 16 inches wide, 
it would be 9 inches tall. A regular 4:3 
TV screen would be 12 inches wide at 
the same 9-inch height. 

HDMI (High-Definition Multimedia 
Interface) — A type of cable connec- 
tion that carries both high-resolution 
video and uncompressed multichannel 
audio between HDTVs, home-theater 
receivers, and the other components re- 
quired for your home-theater setup. 
HDMI cables maintain top picture and 
sound quality. 

HD tuner — A built-in tuner for receiving 
local high-def broadcast TV channels. 
You won't need one if you have cable 
or satellite service. Most HDTVs include 
one, but separate HD tuners and an- 
tennas are available if your TV doesn't 
have one. 



interlaced — When an HDTV displays 
an interlaced image, as in 1080i or 
480i resolutions, it really shows you 
every other horizontal line of a frame 
of video (called a field) at a time. Sixty 
times a second, the TV displays the 
other field of the frame, or the lines 
not shown in the previous field. 
Interlaced video can appear to flicker 
or might cause moving objects on- 
screen to have blurred edges. 

LCD (liquid-crystal display) — Like 
a notebook's screen, an LCD HDTV 
uses a fluid crystal substance to form 
pixels of color in front of a back- 
light. LCDs may not be able to match 
plasma TVs' deep black and gray 
areas, but they're lighter, sometimes 
less fragile, and considered easier to 
set up. These work better in brighter 
rooms or if you will be playing un- 
changing images on the screen for an 
extended period of time. 

plasma — Plasma TVs use a tiny tube 
of gas for each pixel, and electricity 
makes each pixel glow. Plasmas 
create deeper blacks and some- 
times brighter colors than LCDs and 
have better contrast. These also offer 
slightly better viewing angles. How- 
ever, older or less expensive models 
can also suffer from permanent screen 



damage if an unchanging image, such 
as a TV channel's stock ticker or parts 
of certain video games, is displayed 
too long. 

progressive scan — A TV showing 
a progressively scanned image, as in 
1080p or 720p resolutions, displays a 
full frame of video (both odd-lined and 
even-lined fields) all at once. Progressive 
scan video looks sharper than interlaced 
does and doesn't flicker. 

projection — Some large-screen HDTVs 
offer lower-priced alternatives to LCDs 
or plasmas by using projection tech- 
nologies. These technologies vary, 
but all projection TVs throw light on 
a screen from the front or rear. This 
means they are bulkier than plasmas 
or LCDs, but some sets have stellar 
picture quality. 

viewing angle — No matter where you 
sit in front of an HDTV with a wide 
viewing angle, such as 170 degrees, its 
picture should look reasonably good. 
Test this before you buy. 

widescreen — A TV or monitor that's 
wider horizontally in relation to its 
vertical height. HDTVs typically have 
a 16:9 aspect ratio rather than an 
older 4:3 display. 
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Should You Get An LCD Or LED-LCD TV? 



So you've decided to get an LCD TV. The next step is deciding which LCD TV to invest in. LCDs use different kinds of lights to project an 
image onto the screen. A traditional LCD uses CCFLs or EEFLs whereas new LED-LCDs use LEDs. Here's a look at what sets apart a few of the 
latest LCD and LED-LCD TVs. 



Light 
projection 



Size 



Dimensions; Native 

Weight*** resolution 



Viewing 
angle 



Inputs 
& Outputs 



Refresh 
rate** 



o 





What It Means 


How images 
are projected 


The diagon- 
al measure- 


Height x width 
x depth; How 


A fixed TV 
resolution; 


The angle at 
which the 


Inputs let you 
connect devices; 


Speed at 
which a 






on-screen; type 


ment of the 


much the TV 


images are 


viewer can 


Outputs transfer 


screen is re- 






of backlight an 


TV's screen 


weighs 


best dis- 


see the screen 


information to pe- 


drawn every 






LED-LCD uses 






played in this 


clearly 


ripherals 


second 


j m 


Toshiba 


CCFL 


32 inches 


20. 77x31. 56x 


72 Op 


N/A 


2 HDMI, 1 


60Hz 


I ■ • - i 


32C100U 






3.52 inches; 






Component, 1 PC, 




i * \ 


MSRP: $449.99* 
SKU 9796424 






23 pounds 






1 USB; 1 audio 
output 






Panasonic 
TC-L32X2 


CCFL 


32 inches 


20.2x31.5x3.3 
inches; 21 


72 Op 


1 78 degrees 


3 HDMI, 2 
Composite, 1 


60Hz 


|. - | 


MSRP: $499.95* 






pounds 






Component, 1 PC; 






SKU 9894729 












1 audio output 






LG 
32LD400 


CCFL 


32 inches 


19. 9x31. 1x 
3.1 inches; 


1080p 


1 78 degrees 


2 HDMI, 1 
Component, 


N/A 


l 


■ yl 


MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 1199202 






20.6 pounds 






1 PC, 1 USB; 
1 audio output 






Samsung 


CCFL 


46 inches 


26.3x43.4x3.1 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI, 2 


120Hz 


I -' /■ 


LN46C600F3F 






inches; 39 






Component, 1 PC, 




Kvl 


MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 1414158 






pounds 






1 USB; N/A 






Philips 


LED (N/A) 


46 inches 


26.38x43. 39x 


1080p 


1 78 degrees 


4 HDMI, 2 


120Hz 


|:x .1 


46PFL7705DV/F7 






1 .57 inches; 






Component, 1 




1- */l 


MSRP: $999.99* 






36.82 pounds 






Ethernet, 1 USB; 1 






SKU 1390563 












audio output 




— i 


Sony 


LED (edge-lit) 


46 inches 


26.1x42.8x 


1080p 


1 78 degrees 


4 HDMI, 1 


60Hz 


y% \ 


NSX-46GT1 






2.25 inches; 






Composite, 1 Com- 




J 


MSRP: $1,399.99* 






46.4 pounds 






ponent, 1 PC, 




■c^ 


SKU 1297488 












1 Ethernet, 4 USB; 
1 audio output 






Samsung 


LED (edge-lit) 


55 inches 


30.2x50.5x 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI, 1 


120Hz 


yj /<' 


UN55C6300SF 






1.18 inches; 






Composite, 1 Com- 




^ **' / 


MSRP: $2,499.99* 






45 pounds 






ponent, 1 PC, 1 




"^ 


SKU 9790851 












Ethernet, 2 USB; 2 
audio outputs 




H^H 


Mitsubishi 


LED (edge-lit) 


55 inches 


33.3x50.9x 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI, 2 


240Hz 


• 


LT-55265 






3 inches; 






Component, 1 




ir< * / 1 


MSRP: $3,199.98* 






65.8 pounds 






Ethernet, 2 USB; 






SKU 9941099 












1 audio output 


J 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing 
***Unless specified, this is without stand 



* Comparing refresh rates between plasma and LCD TVs is like comparing apples to oranges. 
For more in-depth information about refresh rates, please ask a sales associate. 
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Which Plasma TV Is Best For You? 



If you're planning to buy a plasma HDTV, it might be hard to decide on one just by looking at a wall of gorgeous sets. Refer to this 
chart for further help when shopping. 



Size 



Dimensions; 
Weight*** 



Native 
resolution 



Viewing 
angle 



Inputs 



Outputs 



Refresh 
rate** 




What It Means 



Insignia 
NS-42P650A11 

MSRP: $499.99* 
SKU 9748831 



The diag- 
onal mea- 
surement 
of the TV's 
screen 

42 inches 



Height x width A fixed TV reso- 



x depth; How 
much the TV 

weighs 



27. 5x40. 6x 
11 .9 inches; 
39.7 pounds 



lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 

72 Op 



The maximum 
angle at which 
the viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 



N/A 



Inputs let you 
connect your 
components 
to your TV 



2 HDMI, 2 
Component, 1 
Composite 



Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to pe- 
ripherals, such as 
audio to speakers 

2 audio 



Speed at 
which a 
screen is re- 
drawn every 
second 

600Hz 






Samsung 
PN42C450B1D 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 9791253 



42 inches 



24.8x40.6x2.7 
inches; 38.6 
pounds 



72 Op 



N/A 



3 HDMI, 2 
Component, 
1 Composite, 
1 PC , 1 USB 



1 audio 



600Hz 




Insignia 
NS-50P650A11 

MSRP: $697.99* 
SKU 9745916 



50 inches 



31. 25x47. 37x 
1 1 .87 inches; 
50.7 pounds 



72 Op 



N/A 



2 HDMI, 2 
Component, 1 
Composite 



2 audio 



600Hz 



Samsung 
PN50C450B1D 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 9789725 



50 inches 



28.4x47. 3x 
2.7 inches; 
51 .8 pounds 



72 Op 



N/A 



3 HDMI, 2 
Component, 1 
Composite, 1 
PC, 1 USB 



600Hz 




Panasonic 
TC-P42U2 

MSRP: $749.95* 
SKU 9761059 



42 inches 



26.1x40.6x3.7 
inches; 49.6 
pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



3 HDMI, 2 
Component, 
2 Composite 



1 audio 



600Hz 




Panasonic 
TC-P50U2 

MSRP: $999.95* 
SKU 9887422 



50 inches 



30.3x48x3.7 
inches; 63.9 
pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



3 HDMI, 2 1 audio 

Composite, 2 
Component 



600Hz 




h 



/$ 



Panasonic 
TC-P50G20 

MSRP: $1,399.95* 
SKU 9788953 



50 inches 



30.3x48x3.5 
inches; 57.3 
pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



3 HDMI, 2 
Composite, 
2 Component, 
1 PC, 2 USB 



1 audio 



600Hz 




.../** 



Z, 



Samsung 
PN50C7000YF 

MSRP: $1,999.99* 
SKU 9809723 



50 inches 



29.5x47.7x1.4 
inches; 54 
pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI, 2 
Component, 
1 Composite, 
1 PC, 2 USB 



1 audio 



600Hz 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
***Unless specified, this is without stand 



* Comparing refresh rates between plasma and LCD TVs is like comparing apples to oranges. 
For more in-depth information about refresh rates, please ask a sales associate. 
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NOTEWORTHY 



Accessories 
& Services 




WALL MOUNTS & 
BRACKETS 

View your HDTV from the 
best possible angle 
• Adjust your TV's position 
by tilting it up or down 
as needed 

Maximize space in your 
viewing room by hanging 
up your TV 




CLEANING KIT 



Protect your HDTV's 
screen by using specially 
formulated sprays and 
cloths while cleaning it 
Eliminate the danger of 
scratching delicate screens 
No-drip formulas prevent 
damage to other home- 
theater equipment 




CORD-CONCEALMENT 
KIT 

• Hide multiple cords while 
keeping them organized 
and minimize cord clutter 
Keep the focus on your 
new HDTV, not the cords 
connected to it 




TV STANDS 



Offer flexibility if you're un- 
able to mount your HDTV 
on the wall 

Available in a variety of fin- 
ishes to match any decor 
Provide a place for addi- 
tional home-theater equip- 
ment 




HDMI CABLES 



Carry uncompressed digital audio and video sig- 
nals to and from your HDTV and its components 
• Eliminate interference from other components 
with shielding (found in higher-end cables) 



As you head toward the HDTV section of your local con- 
sumer electronics store, you'll invariably pass shelves of 
bland-looking HDTV accessories. There are a handful of 
accessories that are vital to getting the most from your 
HDTV. The following is a rundown of the accessories we 
recommend to complete your home-theater setup. 





I 



UNIVERSAL REMOTE 
CONTROL 

• Simplify your home-theater 
setup with one remote that 
can control all of your 
components 

• Program different functions 
so that you will be able to 
watch a movie by pressing 
just one button, for example 
Easily view options in the 
dark with a backlit LCD 




SURGE PROTECTORS & 
POWER CONDITIONERS 

Protect your home theater 
from potential damage 
by using a surge protector 
that will absorb electrical 
fluctuations 
« Filter out "dirty power" (also 
known as electrical "noise" 
or radio interference) that 
can degrade your home the- 
ater's audio and video with 
a power conditioner 
Have peace of mind know- 
ing that your home theater 
will give you its peak per- 
formance for the longest 
amount of time 




SURROUND-SOUND 
SYSTEM 

• Maximize your HDTV 
experience with theater- 
like audio 

• Feel like you're in the 
movie scene instead of 
just watching it 

Even out softer and louder 
programming with an 
equalizer 




HOME-THEATER 
SERVICES 

A home theater is a pretty 
big investment, so it's wise to 
consider letting a professional 
handle your installation and 
setup. Let your local CE retailer 
tackle the following tasks, and 
you'll be able to enjoy the full 
glory of HD in no time. 

Home Theater In-Home 
Consultation 
TV Recycling 
TV Calibration 
TV Mounting & Cord 
Concealment 
Remote Control Pro- 
gramming 
• Speaker Setup 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



HOW TO BUY 



Memory Cards 

Keep These Elements In Focus 




It's important to make sure you have the right amount of 
storage and adequate specs for the photos and videos you 
plan to take with a camera or camcorder. Here's a look at 
what you should look for in a memory card. 



Capacity. The capacity you need depends on the 

number of pictures and amount of video you want to store 

on a card. Memory cards range in size from 2 to 64GB and 

can store anywhere from 200 photos or an hour of video 

to up to 6,000 photos 

or 30 hours of video. 

However, a card's 

available space will 

depend on the quality of 

photos and video your 

camera or camcorder 

can handle and if you 

use the highest photo or 

video resolutions. If you 

have an 1 8MP camera 

or HD video camera, 

your memory card will 

reach capacity much faster. It's also a good idea to purchase 

two medium capacity cards rather than one large one, in 

case one becomes corrupted. 



. . . available 
space will 
depend on 
the quality of 
photos and 
video . . . 



Format. Different cameras use specific memory card 

formats, such as SD, MMC, Memory Stick, xD-Picture card, 

and CompactFlash, or variations of these. To find the right 

memory card for your device, check its users manual. Some 

cameras and 

camcorders are 

compatible with 

more than one 

card type, so you 

might be able to 

share one format 

among multiple 

cameras. For example, if you already have one device that 

uses SD cards and you're purchasing a new camera that can 

take SD or MMC, it's best to buy another SD card. 



. . . you might be 
able to share one 
format .. . 



SpOGu. The memory card speed you should choose de- 
pends on your camera type. If you are specifically looking at 
SD or SDHC memory cards, speeds can range from a 2MBps 
minimum write speed (Class 2) to 1 0MBps (Class 1 0). The 
write speed de- 
termines how fast 
a memory card 
can record data. 
Those with basic 
cameras won't 
need a high write 
speed, but those 
with D-SLRs, 

such as the Nikon D7000 ($1,499.95; www.nikonusa.com), 
or HD cameras and camcorders will. 



. . . write speed de- 
termines how fast 
a memory card 
can record data. 
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An Instant 
Upgrade 

Get More From Your 
Camera With SanDisk Ultra 



When it's time to buy another memory card, you 
shouldn't settle for just any card. You want a card that 
can keep up with the advanced capabilities of today's 
cameras, such as HD recording and image stabilization. 

SanDisk's (www.sandisk.com) Ultra line of flash 
memory cards is specifically designed to work with 
powerful point-and-shoots. These cards are fast 
enough and big enough for the demands of digicams 
with 10, 12, or more megapixels. Compared to stan- 
dard memory cards, a SanDisk Ultra is a drop-in up- 
grade to soup up your camera because it offers more 
speed, reliability, and durability. 



Reliability 

SanDisk Ultra cards have a reputation 
not only for being physically tough, but 
also trustworthy with your data. That's an 
important point when you consider that 
a memory card carries the only copies of 
your photos and videos until you get a 
chance to transfer them. SanDisk is confi- 
dent enough in the Ultra line's resilience 
to back it with a lifetime limited warranty. 




Speed Rating 

Megabytes per second (or MB/s) defines the maximum speed in 
which your camera writes to or reads from your memory card. 
A larger MB/s rating for read/write speed means less lag time be- 
tween shots and fewer shots missed. It also means that you 

can transfer photos and video to your 
U water proof computer faster. 

W TEMPERATURE 
PROOF 

[g* SHOCK PROOF 
[gf X-RAY PROOF 

[^HUMIDITY 
PROOF* 

[^TEMPERATURE 
PROOF* 

& SHOCK PROOF* 
[gf X-RAY PROOF 



Class Rating 

A card's speed class defines the minimum speed 
needed to capture error-free video. Choosing a 
class beyond the video capability of a camera 
won't increase performance. Instead, you should 
opt for a Class 4 speed performance rating, as it's 
ideal for capturing HD video (720p) on the latest 
point-and-shoot and video cameras. 




Capacity 

Gigabytes (GB) defines the card's capacity. The 
higher your resolution, the larger the image or 
video files. SanDisk's Ultra cards come in capaci- 
ties that can handle HD video and high-res photos. 
You can buy Ultra SD, SDHC, and Memory Stick 
Pro Duo cards up to 32GB in size, and Ultra 
CompactFlash cards with up to 1 6GB of storage. 



2010 SanDisk Corporation. All rights reserved. SanDisk, the SanDisk logo, and SanDisk Ultra are trademarks of SanDisk Corporation, registered 
in the United States and other countries. The SD and SDHC marks and logos are trademarks of SD-3C, LLC. 
*SD and SDHC card formats up to 32GB only; see www.sandisk.com/proof for additional information. 
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Free Your 
Pictures 

Insignia's Photo Frames 



With the proliferation of digital cameras, capturing memories has 
never been easier, but too often those photos stay on our cameras, 
computers, or hard drives never to be seen. Free your photos and 
put your memories on display with a digital photo frame. Insignia's 
line of 8-inch digital frames ($119.99 to $149.99; www.bestbuy 
.com) with a face-detection capability let you exhibit your favorite 
photos on a high-quality screen. These models are an easy way 
to exhibit photos of your loved ones, and make great gifts this 
Valentine's Day. 



Face-Detection Technology 

The latest digital photo frames from Insignia offer more than 
your typical frame. Using a face-detection feature, these digital 
frames can find and gradually zoom in and pan over the faces 
of your loved ones. While most digiframes will randomly select 
an area in your photos to zoom in to, the Insignia digital frames' 
face-detection feature will find and showcase the most impor- 
tant part in your images — the faces of your friends and family. 
Other advanced extras include built-in red-eye reduction and 
automatic image rotation so the photos of your uncle's birthday 
party are always right-side up. 



High-Quality Displays 

Each Insignia display has an 800 x 600 resolution LCD that's 
vivid and clear, and the NS-DPF8IP and NS-DPF8PR models 
have an ambient light sensor that adjusts the frame's backlight 
so that photos look their best under any light condition. And 
because the frames support a variety of file formats, including 
AAC, JPEG, MPEG, MP3, and WMA, you can enjoy a variety of 
personal photos, videos, and even audio files. The USB 2.0 and 
multiformat memory card reader with support for SD, SDHC, 
CompactFlash, MultiMediaCard, Memory Stick, Memory Stick 
PRO Duo (with included adapter), and xD-Picture Card let you 
easily transfer your photos from a camera right to the frame. 




Insignia NS-DPF8IP LCD Digital Photo Frame 

with Apple iPod™ Dock 

MSRP: $149.99 | www.bestbuy.com 




Insignia NS-DPF8PR LCD Digital Photo Frame 
with Interchangeable Red & Black Frames 
MSRP: $129.99 
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SD vs. HD 



Comparing Digital Camcorders 



SD 

(Standard Definition) 

SD camcorders are less expensive 
than HD camcorders, so you can 
get a high-quality camera for 
comparatively very little money. 
Some SD camcorders are 
available for less than $200. 
Because SD camcorders record at 
a lower resolution than HD 
camcorders, you can fit much 
more video on any storage me- 
dium. Effectively, that means you 
can shoot more footage without 
having to offload the video to 
make room. 

SD camcorders can connect to PCs 
via USB or FireWire. This is handy 
because virtually all PCs have 
at least one of those two ports, 
meaning that you can transfer 
video to your computer with ease. 
There are several different media 
formats you can choose from 
for SD camcorders, including 
MiniDV tapes, DVDs, flash, and 
hard drive storage. 

Best For 



Aspiring videographers on 
a budget. 

Anyone who needs to maximize 
storage on the given storage me- 
dium of his or her digital 
camcorder. 

Those who want to take advantage 
of the familiar USB or FireWire inter- 
faces to transfer video to their PCs. 



HD 

(High Definition) 

HD camcorders record at a high resolution, ensuring that the picture is 

clearer and sharper than that of an SD camcorder. Some models offer 

1080p, which is the highest video resolution possible. 

Although HD camcorders are typically priced higher than SD 

camcorders, the prices continue to drop. Thus, HD camcorders are 

increasingly a great deal. 

An HD camcorder's HDMI port will let you connect it directly to your 

HDTV to play back your video with a single audio/video cable. 

Thanks to HDMI, you'll experience faster video transfer speeds from 

your HD camcorder to your computer. 

Though some PCs have HDMI ports, many do not, so it can be slightly 

problematic to transfer video from the camcorder's HDMI port to a PC. 

You may need a different graphics card to get the HDMI connection on 

your PC. 

Because HD camcorders record video at a high resolution, the recorded 

footage takes up more space than SD footage, so you need a lot of 

storage capacity. 

HD camcorders are available in every video storage format, including 

MiniDV tapes, DVDs, flash drive, and hard drive. 

Best For 



Techies who want 
the latest and 
greatest in digital 
camcorder 
technology. 
Videographers 
(amateur or 
professional) who 
want to capture 
memories at a high 
resolution. 
Those who want to 
easily and quickly 
transfer video to 
their PCs. 
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Protect Your Memories 

Preserve Keepsakes For Generations 

With one unexpected hard drive crash, your digital photos and videos can trans- 
form from vivid memories into irreplaceable losses. However, using different 
backup methods to store multiple copies of your media can prevent loss if one fails. 
Consider these options to protect your memories for generations. 



External Hard Drives 

Duplicating your media might be 
the first step toward preserving 
images, but if the duplicates are 
stored on the same hard drive, 
your copy and the original can 
be destroyed by computer viruses 
or crashes. External hard drives 
let you easily store hundreds or 
thousands of images in a location 
separate from the originals stored 
on your computer. The portability 
of these drives lets you keep im- 
ages in safe places, such as a safety 
deposit box or friend's home, 
ensuring they are protected in the 
event of an unexpected disaster. 



Media Software 

Backing up documents is a task that is 
often forgotten or pushed toward the 
bottom of the to-do list. With media 
management or data backup soft- 
ware, this somewhat time-consuming 
work can automatically be done 
for you. By using a program with 
automatic backups, your memories 
can be organized and archived on 
a variety of media, such as external 
hard drives, Blu-ray Discs, DVDs, or 
CDs. To help save on hard drive or 
disc space, these software programs 
can typically recognize if an image 
or video has already been backed up 
and will avoid writing it twice. 
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Online Photo Services 

Preserving your precious moments 
doesn't have to be expensive. With 
online photo services, you can 
share and store multiple images 
and videos on the Internet for little 
or no cost. To give the photos you 
are storing versatility, these sites 
often provide editing tools and the 
option to order professional prints 
or turn them into memorabilia, 
such as photo books or slideshow 
DVDs. Some sites can also trans- 
form your classic home movies or 
cell phone videos into cinema-like 
DVDs, and give you the option to 
watch them anytime online. 



by Amanda Bouc 
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ESSENTIAL THINGS TO KNOW 

3D Digital Imaging 



^Oc. How do 3D cameras work? 

/Cameras with 3D capabilities have a set of two lenses, 
one on the left and one on the right side of the device, 
which can capture 2D images. The two images are then 
merged together to create a 3D illusion. 



Q 

A 



Can a 3D camera also record 3D video? 

Yes. Some camera models are also capable of record- 
ing 3D video in 720p HD. 



Q, 



How do 3D camcorders work? 

A The latest 3D camcorders feature a 3D conversion 
lens, which you attach to the front of the video camera. 
Using the same principle as human vision, the conversion 
lens captures left and right images simultaneously using two 
lenses, which the camcorder pulls together to create a 3D 
video effect. 



Q 



Can I transfer and view the 3D photos and video I 
create on a PC? 



Yes, you can do this by using a USB cable (which is 
typically included with your camera or camcorder) 

to copy the 3D photo and video files to your computer's 

hard drive. 



Q 



Can a 3D camera or camcorder also shoot in 2D? 

Yes, 3D cameras generally feature a button to quickly 
switch between 2D and 3D image capture modes. 

With a 3D camcorder, all you need to do is remove the 3D 

conversion lens to record 2D video. 



h 



Q, 



Can I make 3D prints of my 3D camera photos? 

Yes. Some camera manufacturers offer Web sites where 
\ you can upload your 3D images and order 3D prints. 



Q, 



Can I edit 3D photos and video? 

Yes, if you have a video- or photo-editing application that's 
designed to work with 3D content. Note that when you 
edit the content, most software will only let you work with the 
2D version of your images and video. With 3D editing software, 
you' 1 1 also be able to increase or decrease your media's 3D ef- 
fect, which ensures you can see it best. 



QDo I need special equipment to view the 3D images 
and video I capture? 

The display you use, whether it's an HDTV or comput- 
er monitor, will need to be 3D compatible and have 

an HDMI input. You'll also need to wear 3D eyewear that's 

compatible with your display. 
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Digital Imaging Glossary 



Wondering what all of that 
lingo on camera boxes 
means? Use this glossary to 
help decode the world of 
digital imaging. 

aperture — An iris-like diaphragm opening 
that can expand and contract the lens to let 
you control the amount of light that passes 
through it, thus affecting the exposure. The 
term "f-stop" can be used interchangeably 
with aperture. 

burst mode — A camera mode that will let 
you capture several shots consecutively after 
pressing the shutter only one time. 

CCD — A charge-coupled device is a type 
of image-sensing component. It converts 
light into energy that can be stored as 
digital data on your camera. 

depth of field — The area that is in focus 
in front of and beyond the subject of 
your photo. 

digital zoom — Magnifies an image digitally 
by cropping it and filling in the rest with 
interpolated pixels, thus degrading the 
quality. Even if the numbers are impressive, 
never choose a camera based on digital 
zoom. 

f-stop — See aperture. Smaller f-stop 
numbers mean a wider lens opening; 
larger f-stop numbers mean a narrower 
lens opening. 



ISO — For digital cameras, the ISO setting 
measures the sensitivity to light (similar to 
how it does with film). Digital camera ISO 
settings, such as 200, 400, and up, should 
capture photos as if one were using film 
with such a speed. Lower ISO settings mean 
you need more light and vice versa. 

LCD — The screen on the back of the camera 
that lets you see a live-action view of your 
subject or your photo after you've taken it. 

lens — The apparatus on the front of the 
camera that gathers and directs light to- 
ward the image sensor. In a digital camera, 
the lens likely has both an optical and 
digital zoom. 

megapixel — Approximately 1 million pix- 
els. The higher the megapixel count, the 
higher the resolution and the more you 
can crop, which means (in general) better- 
quality photos. 

memory card — Because digital cameras 
have very little onboard memory, they need 
flash memory cards to store more than a 
dozen or so images. The type of memory 
card you need depends on the make and 
model of your camera. Some of the most 
popular memory cards are Secure Digital, 
MultiMedia Card, Compact Flash, and Sony 
Memory Sticks. In general, memory cards 
are quite small. 

noise — The small statistical variations among 
pixels that lead to (usually) minor distortions 
of color in a photo. 



optical zoom — The camera's mechanical 
ability to move the lens physically closer to 
your subject. With optical zoom, the higher 
the number (such as 5X or 10X), the better. 
When choosing a camera, always consider 
the optical zoom, not the digital zoom. 
Digital zoom artificially adds pixels. 

resolution — The number of pixels in an 
image. The higher the resolution, the more 
detail and quality in a photo. Resolution 
is measured in a proportion (such as 2,272 
x 1,704). 

shutter — A mechanism that opens and 
closes to allow light to pass through the 
lens. You can usually control the camera's 
shutter speed. 

shutter speed — The length of time a cam- 
era's shutter is open to let light through 
the lens and hit the sensor, which records 
the image. This is expressed in fractions of 
a second: For instance, a shutter speed of 
1/250 means that the shutter is open for 
1 /250th of a second. 

viewfinder — The small opening in the 
camera that the user looks through to frame 
a shot. Some digital cameras don't have a 
viewfinder and only use the camera's LCD 
to frame the shot. 

white balance — Light levels are adjusted 
electronically to ensure whites in a certain 
environment are pure, leading to more life- 
like colors. White balance can usually be 
manually adjusted, too. 
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Which Point-&-Shoot Camera Is Best For You? 



If you're a little confused about the most important features in a digital camera, you're not alone. In this chart, we compare features 
from select digital cameras, and we also explain what these features mean. 




Resolution; 
Optical zoom 



Shutter 
speed 



Memory 
card 



LCD size 



Battery life 



ISO 




^ 






Olympus 
FE-4030 

MSRP: $129.99* 
SKU 9765198 



More pixels mean A faster shutter 

bigger and clearer speed will let 

prints; Moves the you snap ac- 

lens closer to tion photos 

your subject without blur 



14MP;4X 



1/4 to 1/2,000 
second 



Removable 
card that 
stores your 
photos in your 
camera 

SD/SDHC 



The LCD is 
the screen 
on the 
back of the 
camera 

2.7 inches 



Based on 
how many 
shots you 
can take on a 
single charge 



N/A 



A higher ISO 
lets you take 
better photos 
in low-light 
settings 

Auto; Manual: 
64 to 1 600 



Movie 
mode 



Lets you re- 
cord short 
video clips 
on your dig- 
ital camera 

Yes 




Nikon Coolpix 
S4000 

MSRP: $179.99* 
SKU 9758647 



12MP;4X 



1 to 1/2,000 
second 



SD/SDHC 



3 inches 



190 shots 



Auto; Manual: 
80 to 3200 



Yes 



L 



Kodak EasyShare 
M590 

MSRP: $199.95* 
SKU 1218605 



14MP; 5X 



1/2 to 1/1 ,200 microSD/ 

second microSDHC 



2.7 inches 



N/A 



Auto; Manual: 
80 to 3200 



Yes 



* 



Fujifilm FinePix 
S2700 

MSRP: $199.95* 
SKU 9766755 



12.2MP; 18X 



1/4 to 1/2,000 SD/SDHC 

second 



3 inches 



N/A 



Auto; Manual: 
64 to 6400 



Yes 




Sony Cyber-shot 
DSC-WX5 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 1599086 



12.2MP;5X 



2 to 1/1,600 
seconds 



Memory Stick 

Duo/PRO 

Duo/PRO 

HG-Duo/SD/ 

SDHC/SDXC 



2.8 inches 



230 shots 



Auto; Manual: 
125 to 3200 



Yes 




Sony Cyber-shot 
DSC-TX5 

MSRP: $329.99* 
SKU 1599031 



10.2MP;4X 



2 to 1/1,600 
seconds 



Memory Stick 

Duo/PRO 

Duo/PRO 

HG-Duo/SD/ 

SDHC/SDXC 



3 inches 



250 shots 



Auto; Manual: Yes 
125 to 3200 




Canon PowerShot 10MP; 10X 
SD4500 IS 

MSRP: $349.99* 
SKU 1218465 



1 to 1/4,000 
second 



SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC/MMC/ 
MMC Plus/ 
HC MMC Plus 



3 inches 



150 shots 



Auto; Manual: 
125 to 3200 



Yes 




Samsung 
CL80 

MSRP: $349.99* 
SKU 9875619 



14.2MP; 7X 



1/8 to 1/2,000 | microSD 
second 



3.7 inches 



N/A 



Auto; Manual: Yes 
80 to 6400 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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As D-SLR prices keep coming down, more photographers are turning to them, both as a first camera and as a trade-up to something 
better. In this chart, we'll help you sort through some of the features and performance specs of select D-SLR cameras. 

Resolution LCD size ISO range Kit lens Burst speed Shutter speed 




What It Means 


Image sensor 
in megapixels; 
more means a 
bigger image 


Diagonal A higher ISO Standard lens 
measurement of range will let bundled with 
the screen on you take better the camera 
the back of photos in low- body 
the camera light situations 


Frames per 
second (fps) 
you can shoot 
while in burst 
mode 


The wider the range, 
the greater the gamut 
of long exposures to 

™ J 


CO 

C 
<D 


m 


Olympus PEN E-PL1 

MSRP: $499.99* 
SKU 9769158 


12.3MP 


2.7 inches 


200 to 3200 


14-42mm 
f/3.5-5.6 


3fps 


60 to 1/2,000 
seconds 


— i 

*. * 

9 o 
act 

31 


j# 


■ 


Sony NEX-3 
MSRP: $549.99* 
SKU 1599022 


14.2MP 


3 inches 


200 to 12800 


18-55mm 
f/3.5-5.6 


7fps 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


o 




Samsung NX1 00 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 1551148 


14.6MP 


3 inches 


1 00 to 6400 


50-200mm 


3fps 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 




A 


Nikon D31 00 

MSRP: $699.95* 
SKU 1222817 


14.2MP 


3 inches 


100 to 3200 


18-55mm 


3fps 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


* 


Pentax K-r 

MSRP: $849.95* 
SKU 1627099 


12.4MP 


3 inches 


100 to 12800 


18-55mm 


6fps 


30 to 1/6,000 
seconds 


fifl 


Sony A55 

MSRP: $849.99* 
SKU 1598997 


16.2MP 


3 inches 


1 00 to 1 600 


18-55mm 
f3.5-5.6 


6fps 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


t§S 


Canon EOS 60D 

MSRP: $1,099* 
SKU 1222177 


18MP 


3 inches 


1 00 to 6400 


N/A 
(body only) 


5.3fps 


30 to 1/8,000 
seconds 


1 


A 




Nikon D7000 

MSRP: $1,499.95* 
SKU 1230707 


16.2MP 


3 inches 


1 00 to 6400 


18-1 05mm 
f/3.5-5.6 


6fps 


30 to 1/8,000 
seconds 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Digital Camcorder Is Best For You? 

Digital camcorders come in a number of formats: DVD, hard drive, flash drive, MiniDV, and high definition are the most common. 
By comparing the following digital camcorders, you can determine which recording format and product best fits your style. 



What It Means 



JVC Everio 
GZ-MS110 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 9731 174 



LCD size 

Diagonal 
length of 
viewing 
screen 



2.7 inches 



Optical zoom; 
Digital zoom 

Two methods 
for magnifying 
depth of field; 
optical zoom 
is better 

39X; 800X 



Recording 
speeds 

The speeds 
a particular 
camcorder can 
utilize during 
recording 

Ultra/Fine/ 
Norm/Eco 



Memory card 

Compatible 
flash card 
types (cards 
not included 
unless noted) 

SD/SDHC 



Digital still 
resolution 



Lines of 
resolution 



The number of Number of lines of 

megapixels horizontal resolution; 

the camcorder the higher the num- 

can capture in ber, the greater the 

still images detail 



N/A 



480 



Canon FS31 

MSRP: $329.99* 
SKU 9739449 



2.7 inches 



37X; 2,000X 



XP/SP/LP 



SD/SDHC 



0.45MP 



480 




.C 
D 



Insignia 
NS-DV111080F 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 9769398 



3 inches 



12X; 10X 



N/A 



SD/SDHC 



10MP 



1,080 



C 

o 

C 



Q 

■ 




Samsung 
HMX-H205BN 

MSRP: $549.99* 
SKU 9879545 



2.7 inches 



20X; 220X 



N/A 



SD/SDHC 



4.7MP 



1,080 



Canon VIXIA 
HFR11 

MSRP: $699.99* 
SKU 9751699 



2.7 inches 



20X; 400X 



FXP/XP+/ 
SP/LP 



SD/SDHC 



1.73MP 



1,080 




Panasonic 
HDC-SDT750K 

MSRP: $1,399.99* 
SKU 1261554 



3 inches 



12X; 700X 



HA/HG/HX/HE 



SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC 



14.2MP 



1,080 



> 
L Q 

1— 

D 



m 



Panasonic 
HDC-HS700K 

MSRP: $1,399.95* 
SKU 9921706 



3 inches 



12X; 700X 



HA/HG/HX/HE 



SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC 



14.2MP 



1,080 



Sony Handycam 
DCR-SR88 

MSRP: $379.99* 
SKU 9880262 



2.7 inches 60X; 2,000X HQ/SP/LP Memory Stick N/A 

PRO Duo/SD/ 
SDHC 



480 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Find The Nikon COOLPIX That Fits Your Life 



Nikon's COOLPIX cameras won't let you miss the joy in life, thanks to their fast start-up time, shutter 
speed, and auto focus. Each COOLPIX offers an ultra-compact and stylish design that will deliver sharp 
and colorful photo results with its NIKKOR lens. With a wide range of Nikon COOLPIX cameras avail- 
able, it couldn't be easier to find a camera that can keep up with your photography needs. 




At the heart of the image ,, 




1 5X optical; 4X optical; 
4X digital 4X digital 



|9765125 

|9765143 

9765134 



$149.95 



12MP 



Internal Memory & 
Compatible Cards 



Shooting Modes 



Up to 1 600 



6 Scene Auto 
Selector 
Modes, 16 
Scene Modes, 
plus Auto 



3 inches 



43MB & SD/ 
SDHC 



Up to 6400 



6 Scene Auto 
Selector 
Modes, 15 
Scene Modes, 
plus Auto 



2.7 inches 



47MB & SD/ 
SDHC 



Up to 3200 



6 Scene Auto 
Selector Modes, 
1 6 Scene 
Modes, plus 
Auto 



Movie Mode 



Touch-Panel 



Yes 



No 




2 AA 
batteries 



240 shots with 
alkaline, 660 
shots with 
lithium-ion 



Yes (HD) 



No 



4AA 
batteries 



Yes 



No 



270 shots with 
alkaline, 840 
shots with 
lithium-ion 



Li-Ion recharge- 
able battery 



220 shots 



9765161 
9765152 
9779807 



$179.95 



12MP 



4X optical; 
4X digital 



9789458 



$199.95 



14.2MP 



7X optical; 
2X digital 



$299.95 



12.1MP 



1 0X optical; 
4X digital 



3 inches 



45MB & SD/ 
SDHC 



Up to 3200 



6 Scene Auto 
Selector Modes, 
1 6 Scene 
Modes, plus 
Auto 



Yes(HD) 



Yes 



Li-Ion recharge- 
able battery 



1 90 shots 



2.7 inches 



32MB & SD/ 
SDHC 



3 inches 



Up to 3200 



6 Scene Auto 
Selector Modes, 
1 6 Scene 
Modes, plus 
Auto 



Yes (HD) 



No 



Li-Ion recharge- 
able battery 



210 shots 



102MB&SD/ 
SDHC/SDXC 



11229231 
| 1229125 
I 1229268 



$329.95 



14.1MP 



5X optical; 
4X digital 



$399.95 



10.3MP 



26X optical; 
4X digital 



3.5-inch OLED 
touchscreen 



Up to 3200 



6 Scene Auto 
Selector Modes, 
1 7 Scene 
Modes, plus 
Auto 



Yes(HD) 



No 



Li-Ion recharge- 
able battery 



210 shots 



79MB & SD/ 
SDHC 



3-inch tilt and 
swivel LCD 



Up to 6400 



6 Scene Auto 
Selector 
Modes, 1 7 
Scene Modes, 
plus Auto 



43MB & SD/ 
SDHC 



Up to 3200 



Yes (HD) 



Yes 



Li-Ion recharge- 
able battery 



1 50 shots 



1 7 Scene Modes; 
Program, Aper- 
ture Priority, 
Shutter Priority, 
and Manual 
Exposure Modes 



Yes (HD) 



No 



Li-Ion recharge- 
able battery 



250 shots 



* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



NOTEWORTHY. 



Accessories 
& Services 




UV FILTER 



• Protects digital camcorder 
and D-SLR lenses from 
dust, dirt, fingerprints, 
and scratches 
Helps you get clearer, 
more detailed results 
when you're shooting in 
bright conditions 




Keep spare memory cards 
on hand so you can snap 
away without having to 
worry about running out 
of storage space 

• Consider having several 
memory cards with smaller 
capacities instead of one 
card with a larger capacity; 
that way, if something goes 
wrong with one card, you'll 
still have a backup 

• For your digital camcorder, 
keep more recording media 
in your bag than you think 
you'll need, just in case 




ADDITIONAL LENSES & 
CONVERTER LENSES 

• Extra lenses for D-SLRs and 
converter lenses for digital 
camcorders can enhance 
your results by extending 
your field of view, reducing 
glare, adding 3D, and more 
Telephoto lenses enable 
you to zoom in from far 
away, wide-angle lenses 
give you the ability to get 
a full view even if you're 
close to the subject, and 
macro lenses will let you 
achieve up-close, detailed 
shots of your photo subject 




Light up your subjects from 
greater distances 
Offers better control of 
lighting conditions when 
taking photos by directing 
the angle of the flash 



J I 



Prices for digital camcorders and cameras continue to fall as their 
video and picture quality improves, which is especially good news 
for first-time buyers or those looking to upgrade. Pairing your new 
camcorder or camera with the right products will bring you better 
photography results. Here are some must-have accessories you should 
consider buying to get the most out of your digital imaging device. 





SPARE BATTERIES 

& CHARGERS 

Make sure you're never 
caught without the power 
needed to capture the per- 
fect moment 
• Whether your camera uses 
proprietary batteries or 
AAs, keep at least one fully 
charged spare or set in 
your camera bag 
An additional battery 
charger will give you the 
flexibility to power up your 
camera batteries anywhere 
you're headed, even if 
you're traveling 





Tripods are an easy way to 
ensure steady video footage 
Pan while recording video 
in one smooth motion 
Use a tripod and your cam- 
era's timer to get a picture 
of the entire group without 
needing someone to man 
the camera 

Keeps your camera steady 
while you're shooting close- 
up or distance shots, which 
can prevent photo blurring 



REMOTE SWITCH 

A longer cable lets you 
snap photos without 
having to touch the 
camera, which can also 
reduce camera shake 
• May enable the user to 
lock the shutter for longer 
exposure times 




J I 



DIGITAL IMAGING 
SERVICES 

Once you've set your sights 
on the camera or camcorder 
you want, consider taking 
advantage of the digital 
imaging services offered by 
your local CE retailer. Not 
only can you protect your 
investment, but you can also 
discover photography and 
videography skills that will 
make your photos and videos 
picture-perfect. 

• D-SLR or Camcorder 
Service Plan 

• D-SLR Training Course 

• Camcorder Training 
Course 
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EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 



WorkForce" 840 
All-ln-One 

World's Fastest Two-Sided Printing 

Life in a busy office often means tackling a long list of demanding jobs that needed to be done yesterday. 
To the rescue, the Epson WorkForce 840 All-ln-One ($299; www.epson.com), a print/copy/scan/fax solution 
that packs lots of convenience-minded features to save time and resources without sacrificing quality. 



Save time. Automatic two-sided 
copying, scanning, and faxing with 
30-page Auto Document Feeder 



Easy to use. 7.8-inch touch panel 
with 3.5-inch LCD 



Easy wireless printing. 

Wired Ethernet and Wi-Fi 802.1 1 n 
network connectivity 




World's fastest print speeds. 1 

In two-sided mode — an im- 
portant feature for any home 
office or small business 

Print more and change ink less often. 

Extra High-capacity Black and color 
Ink cartridges included 

Less hassle. 500-sheet paper capacity 



Speed Is King 

In addition to being billed as the world's 
fastest two-sided printing all-in-one 
for home office/small business use, the 
WorkForce 840 also saves time with: 

• Faxing in as quick as three seconds 
per page with 1 80-page fax memory 
and PC fax capabilities 

• One- or two-sided scanning to create 
JPEG or PDF versions of documents 
(software included) 

• A front USB port to directly upload 
files from a thumbdrive to your PC 

• Instant drying and smudge-, fade-, 
and water-resistant prints thanks to 
Epson DURABrite® Ultra Ink 



Smart Savings 

With many intelligent and resource-saving 
features, the WorkForce 840 lets you get 
print jobs done fast and cost effectively. 

• Get about two times more prints 
with 127-series Extra High-capacity 
Black Ink cartridges 

• Integrated 7.8-inch touch panel 
with included 3.5-inch LCD 

• Automatic, two-sided printing saves 
up to 50% on paper 

• Individual ink cartridges that enable 
you to change one color at a time 



JL 



Mobile Ready 

When you're on the go, print 
directly to the WorkForce 840 
from smartphones and other 
mobile devices. 

• Send and print Word®, 
Excel®, PowerPoint®, 
PDF, and JPEG email 
attachments to any Wi-Fi- 
enabled Epson All-ln-One 

• Visitwww.epson.com 
/mobileprinting for 
more info 



1 Fastest in its class; printing black text in default, two-sided mode, in accordance with ISO/IEC 24734. 
Compared to ink jet all-in-ones priced at $299 or less, as of December 201 0, based on manufacturers' rated ISO 
speeds or independent testing. 
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Secure Your 
Financial & 
Personal Info 

Trend Micro's Titanium ™ 
Offerings Protect Your Data 

It's always imperative to protect the data on your computer, but now that tax season is 
upon us, safeguarding your personal and financial information is more important than 
ever. Between shopping online and entering tax info, your entire life is online and you 
need to keep it safe. Making it easier than ever to keep your data secure, Trend Micro 
(trendmicro.com) offers its Titanium software packages: Titanium Antivirus+, Titanium 
Internet Security, and Titanium Maximum Security. 




Data Theft Prevention 

With Trend Micro's Data Theft Prevention 
feature, available in Titanium Internet Security 
and Titanium Maximum Security, you can 
easily stop sensitive data from being uploaded 
to Web pages, sent via email, or compromised 
via instant messaging. Simply enter a partial 
word or number from your personal info, such 
as your email address, a credit card number, 
or a phone number. Once the data is entered, 
this feature will block that information from 
being compromised. 
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assess the threats 
to your PC. 



Titanium features a main menu that simplifies 
management of the software. 



Get A Security Snapshot 

To help you better understand your com- 
puter's security dangers, all of Trend Micro's 
Titanium software programs provide reports 
that detail recent activities. By displaying 
what type of malware and how often it has at- 
tempted to access your PC, you can better un- 
derstand what your system is being protected 
against. The main Titanium console screen 
has been revamped to make it easy for you to 
navigate software features and control settings 
as well as read security reports. 



Cloud Technology Benefits 

Modern security software must be complex to combat today's ruth- 
less viruses and spyware, but that doesn't mean it has to slow down 
your computer. Trend Micro's 201 1 Titanium products process data 
in the cloud instead of on your computer, so they use less than half 
of the hard drive space and memory of traditional security software 
while providing full PC protection. 

All three Titanium security software titles take advantage of Trend 
Micro's Smart Protection Network on the Web, which delivers virus 
signatures and definitions in real time, so your PC will always be 
protected against the latest malware. 
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Trend Micro's Titanium features are available in 

Antivirus+ ($39.95 for one year on one 

PC), Internet Security ($69.95 

for one year on three PCs), and 

Maximum Security ($79.95 for 

one year on three PCs) versions. 

Here, we'll examine the 

differences among them. 



Real-time updates to safeguard you from 
current and future online threats 

Low resource consumption, so your 
system runs faster 

Easy to use with simple menus and 
graphical reports 

Includes Trend Smart Surfing for Mac, 
see store for details 

Effective spam blocking tools 

Customizable parental controls 

Secure online shopping and banking with 
transaction and data theft prevention 

Secure Erase shreds sensitive files 

System Tuner cleans up temporary files, reg- 
istries, and start-up manager for a faster PC 

Remotely secure confidential files in 
the event of theft 

1 0GB secure online backup with Sync 
and Sharing features 



Titanium 
Antivirus+ 



MSRP: $39.95 
(one license) 
SKU: 1309078 



• 
• 
• 
• 





Titanium 
Internet Security 

MSRP: $69.95 
(three licenses) 
SKU: 1265939 



• 
• 

• 
• 

• 




Titanium 
Maximum Security 

MSRP: $79.95 
(three licenses) 
SKU: 1266091 



• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



Smart Protection For Your Android ™ Devices 



As mobile devices have become more popular, they, too, have become the targets of online 
threats. Trend Micro Mobile Essentials ($9.99) protects your files as well as your banking and 
shopping transactions on Android* devices by identifying and stopping cybercriminals and 

online threats before they attack. Requiring 
little space on your device, Trend Micro 
Mobile Essentials protects your valuable data, 
giving you the freedom you want and the pro- 
tection you need to stay mobile with peace of 
mind. 

Currently, Trend Micro is the only company 
that uses cloud-based security intelligence to 
protect Android devices from the latest threats. 
Web reputation and parental controls make 
mobile surfing safer for you and your family, 
while the custom filtering lists help you screen 
or block unwanted calls or messages. 




Trend Micro Mobile Essentials I $9.99 



Benefits: 

• Requires little space 
on your device 

• Protects your mobile 
files from online 
threats 

• Secures your mobile 
banking transactions 

• Blocks unwanted calls 
and texts 

Features: 

• Safe surfing 

• Call and text filtering 

• Parental controls 

• Download protection 
to protect your device 
and information 






* Android is a trademark of Google, Inc. Use of this trademark is subject to Google Permissions. 
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The Core Of The Matter 

There's An Intel Processor For Everyone 



It's entirely possible what you need from a computer is far 
different from what your spouse needs. Likewise, their re- 
quirements might be worlds apart from your teenager's. Still, 
somewhere in the middle, there are likely certain traits you 
all expect from a computer. With a desktop or notebook 
computer running a high-performance processor from Intel's 
(www.intel.com) 2nd Generation Core or 1st Generation Core 



lineups, it doesn't matter what user type you are or what your 
given needs may be. Whether it's number-crunching, photo 
editing, Web surfing, video and audio streaming, HD play- 
back, social networking, or fast-paced gameplay you seek, a 
computer packing a 2nd Generation Core or 1st Generation 
Core processor can handle the task with ease. 



Intel Core i3 

If you're a budget-conscious user who regularly 
runs several basic applications simultaneously, 
an Intel Core i3 is a perfect match. Intel's Core i3 
processors represent the baseline of smart com- 
puting. These efficient chips provide extended 
battery life and reduced energy consumption, all 
at compelling computer price points. The Core 
i3 processors support Intel's Hyper-Threading 
technology, a four-way processing technology 
that enables the processor to tackle four different 
tasks at once. 

Intel Core i5 

The Core \5 processors reside on a higher per- 
formance tier than the Core i3s. They feature 
the same energy-efficient design and four-way 
processing functionality while adding Intel's 
Turbo Boost Technology, which speeds up the 
processor when you need it and saves energy 
when you don't. If you run several basic applica- 
tions simultaneously alongside a more advanced 
application for editing video, photos, or audio, 
a computer with a Core \5 processor directing 
traffic is for you. 

Intel Core \7 




rintel) ^t 



CORE 



The Intel Core \7 processors include all of the features of the Core i5, but with the capability to support 

even more simultaneous processes for extreme multitasking scenarios. With eight-way processing and Turbo Boost, there's 

not much risk of running too many operations on a computer with this baby. 
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COMPUTERS 



2nd Generation Intel 
Core Processors 

New Performance You Can See 



At the top of Intel's processing heap are the new 2nd Gen- 
eration Core processors, the most powerful Core processors 
you can get your hands on. Providing all the same basic 
abilities as the previous generation Intel Core processors, 
including Hyper-Threading processing, the 2nd Gen Core 
processors adds numerous built-in features that will treat 



your eyes to amazing visual performance across several 
areas. Further, the 2nd Gen Core i5 and \7 processors inte- 
grate enhanced Turbo Boost 2.0 Technology to automati- 
cally direct processing and graphics resources to where 
they're needed to speed up performance when necessary. 



Visually Stunning 

If top speed and performance you can visually witness tops your must-have list, a system fueled on an Intel 2nd Gen Core processor 
ably provides it via several new, built-in visual technologies that are designed to provide users a visibly smarter experience. 

■ Intel Quick Sync Technology — uses built-in hardware acceleration to dramatically speed up the creation, editing, con- 
version, and sharing of video files 

■ Intel Clear Video HD Technology — delivers a richer, sharper, and more seamless HD viewing experience via hiccup-free 
video, photos, and Web sites viewable on your PC display or your HDTV (when using Intel's Wireless Display technology) 

■ Intel HD Graphics — produces vibrant 3D graphics without hardware add-ons so you can play popular mainstream 
games without exhausting battery life and power 



Intel 2nd Generation 
Core Processor Desktops 



Core i3 



Lenovo K330 



Core i5 



DellX8300-1224NBK 
Gateway DX4850-27e 




Asus CG8350-04 
DellX8300-5214NBK 



(Intel) iniwe* 



COREI3 





FirstGlimpse 



First Glimpse / February 2011 41 



WiMAX Is Here 

Mobile Broadband — Taking 
Speeds To The Next Gear 




Better wireless coverage and more bandwidth. Those are two of the 
many benefits to expect when purchasing a notebook that embeds 
Intel 4G WiMAX (www.intel.com), the high-speed wireless net- 
working technology. Developed to meet the needs of mobile users 
who demand greater wireless coverage than Wi-Fi, this built-in note- 
book technology can offer greater bandwidth than 3G. 



Why Buy Embedded? 

4G WiMAX is widely available as a built-in component in dozens of 
current notebooks. In fact, virtually all notebooks at Best Buy pow- 
ered by an Intel Core processor have 4G WiMAX built in. Buying a 
notebook with 4G WiMAX means: 

• You' 1 1 get 4X the data speeds as a notebook that uses 
3G connectivity 

• There's no need to keep track of external hardware, such as a USB 
dongle or mobile hotspot, to gain 4G WiMAX access. This means 
when you're on the go, you won't be concerned about breaking, 
losing, or forgetting additional items for your notebook. 

• Most 4G WiMAX plans have no data limits, unlike many 3G plans 
which incur extra fees if you go over your data limitations 



Is WiMAX For Me? 

WiMAX is ideal for all types of users seeking a 
fast, bandwidth-capable wireless connection, 
including anyone who needs to: 

• Access email quickly from anywhere 

• Place a Voice-over-IP phone call to family 
and friends 

• Stream hiccup-free audio and video 

• Download music in a hurry 

• Simultaneously maintain video, audio, 
and voice connections 



Get Connected 

Intel developed 4G WiMAX to blanket metropolitan areas with 
uninterrupted Internet connectivity, and 4G WiMAX coverage is 
being rolled out to more cities all the time. Currently, coverage 
is available in roughly 30 states for such major cities as New 
York City, Los Angeles, Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Dallas/Ft. 
Worth, Orlando, Philadelphia, Seattle, and Washington, D.C. To 
take advantage of the benefits that a 4G WiMAX notebook of- 
fers, you'll need a subscription with a service provider, such 
as CLEAR. For a current 4G WiMAX coverage map, see www 
.clear.com/coverage. 



*WiMAX connectivity requires a WiMAX-enabled device and subscription to a WiMAX broadband service. WiMAX connectivity may require you to purchase additional software or hardware at 
extra cost. Availability of WiMAX is limited; check with your service provider for details on availability and network limitations. Actual broadband performance will depend upon your service 

provider and results may vary clue to environment factors and other variables. jj=psj^^^=| See www.intel.com/go/wimax for more information. 
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COMPUTERS 



Intel AppUp" center 



Smartphone apps have exploded in pc 
they help you keep your life better organized but they car 
provide hours of entertainment, simplified communication, and 
more. Now you can do the same with your netbook thanks to the 
Intel AppUp SM center (www.bestbuy.com/appup). Offering scores 
of family-friendly apps that are optimized for Intel Atom-based 



netbooks and screened for knov 



AppUp developers are constantly adding anc 



uses and spy ware, you'll 
■ needs. And because Intel 
ding and improving the app 



ection, you'll always 
\/e access to the best r 
ok apps available. 



* _ Hm 






mms3 



Past and present gaming 

classics have also made Intel AppUp their new home. Unt 
end of this month, new Intel AppUp users can download t 
PAC-MAN app for free. You can also find Angry Birds, on< 
today's most popular smartphone apps, available for dowr 
Normally priced at $9.99, Angry Birds can be purchased s 
discounted price of $4.99 for a limited time. 



Intel Wireless Display- & AG WiMAX-Capable Notebooks 



Processor 



Hyper-Threading 



Intel 
Turbo 
Boost 



Intel 
Wireless 
Display 



4G 
WiMAX 



Asus U52F-BBG6 


Core i3 380M 


4-way processing 




X 


X 


Dell I14R-1296 


Core i3 380M 


4-way processing 






X 


HP DV6-3225DX 


Core i3 330M 


4-way processing 




X 


X 


HP DV5-2255DX 


Core i3 330M 


4-way processing 




X 




Samsung RV511-A01 


Core i3 380M 


4-way processing 




X 


X 


Samsung SF410-A01 


Core i3 380M 


4-way processing 




X 


X 


Sony VPCEB42FM 


Core i3 380M 


4-way processing 




X 


X 


Sony VPCEA46FM 


Core i3 380M 


4-way processing 




X 


X 


Sony VPCEA46FM 


Core i3 380M 


4-way processing 




X 


X 


Toshiba A665-S51 70 


Core i3 380M 
Core i3 380M 


4-way processing 




X 


X 


Toshiba M645-S41 10 


4-way processing 




X 


X 


Toshiba R835-25 


Core i3 231 0M 


4-way processing 




X 


X 


Asus U43F-BBA6 


Core \5 480M 


4-way processing 


X 


X 


X 


Delli15R-2728MRB 


Core i5 480M 


4-way processing 


x 


X 


X 


HPDM4-1265DX 


Core \5 460M 


4-way processing 


X 


X 


X 


HP DV7-4285DX 


Core i5 460M 


4-way processing 


x 




X 


Samsung QX410-S02 


Core \5 480M 
Core \S 480M 


4-way processing 


X 




X 


Sony VPCEB47GM 


4-way processing 


X 


X 


X 


Sony VPCF131FM 


Core \5 480M 


4-way processing 


X 




X 


Toshiba M645-S41 14 


Core \5 480M 

Core i5 241 0M 

Corei7 2630QM 

Corei7 2630QM 

Corei7 2630QM 


4-way processing 


X 


X 


X 


Toshiba A665-3DV10 


4-way processing 


X 




X 


Asus G73SW-BST6 


8-way processing 


X 




X 


Samsung RC512-S01 


8-way processing 


X 


X 


X 


Toshiba A665-S61 00 


8-way processing 


X 


X 


X 
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HOW TO BUY 



Network-Attached Storage 

Shared File Storage 

For Everyone In Your Household 








There are two problems with the typical home network file 
storage scenario: First, storage on individual computers is 
limited. Second, even if more storage were available, it's not 
always easy to share the additional capacity (or the files) with 
everyone on the network. NAS (network-attached storage) 
devices address both problems. 



Automatic backup. One excellent reason for 
considering an NAS device is the fact that many include 
multiple drives in a RAID configuration that can provide 
automatic backups 

I Consider a 



RAID-enabled 
device . . . 



and redundancy. 
Consider a RAID- 
enabled device, 
because automatic 
backup is not mere- 
ly convenient, it's 

especially important when storing this much data. A NAS 
with the appropriate capacity and correctly configured 
backup software can automatically back up your entire 
network overnight, every night. 



Capacity. While the average desktop PC these 
days includes a fair amount of hard drive space, it may 
not be enough for a 



NAS devices 
range in size 
from 500GB 
to several 
terabytes . . . 



busy household that 
stores and shares fam- 
ily photos, music, and 
video. NAS devices 
range in size from 
500GB to several 
terabytes, and a 4TB 
NAS is not uncommon 
on a home network — 
that's enough storage 

to accommodate more than 1 million MP3s or several 
hundred full-length movies. Even larger capacities, such 
as 10TB, might be available, as well. 



Connectivity. Consider a NAS that allows you 
to add drives or connect additional NAS devices to it 
("daisy chaining") 

... to easily 



to easily increase 
capacity if your 
needs change. 
Many provide ad- 
ditional USB ports 
and may allow 
you to attach (and 
thus share) a USB 
printer, scanner, or other peripheral. 



increase 
capacity if your 
needs change. 



> 



Streaming features. Certain files stored on a 
NAS can be streamed to other network-aware devices, 
such as portable devices, BD players, game consoles, 
and more. For example, you could stream video stored 
on the NAS to a compatible connected BD player. 
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Midrange 

Multimedia, 
Maximized 

Dell Presents 
Power Priced Nice 



Sometimes the smartest way to 
upgrade your desktop PC is to 
find a much better one. The Dell 
XPS 8300 Desktop (www.dell 
.com) outfits you with the latest 
Intel technology for work and 
play. 



Dell XPS 8300 Desktop 
www.dell.com 




Performance Now & Later 

For productivity or entertainment, youll 
appreciate this Dell desktop's speed. Try a 
2.8GHz Intel Core i5 processor that scales 
to a fast 3.1 GHz in Turbo Boost mode, 
plus a generous brace of RAM cruising at 
1,333MHz. Both are upgradable. 

For maximum multimedia enjoyment, 
7.1 -channel THX TruStudio PC surround- 
sound complements Intel's high-def 
graphics. Should you need more graphical 
punch down the road, a 460-watt power 
supply and x1 6 PCI-E expansion slot can 
support a graphics card upgrade. 



Hot Apps 

Microsoft Office 201 is prein- 
stalled on this desktop system, and 
it comes at no added cost. Should 
you want to activate and start using 
Microsoft Office, all you need to 
do is to purchase a license key, and 
you're in business. 

Meanwhile, your music, your 
pictures, and your video are all 
just a click away with Dell's Stage 
interface. Stage puts icons at the 
ready for the applications and file 
types you use the most. 



Connect To Your World 

Whether you want to network via the system's built-in 802.1 1 b/g/n wireless or 
1,000/1 00/1 0Mbps Ethernet capabilities, this PC is ready to connect. There's also an 
eSATA port so you can perform fast backups to an external hard drive (not included), 
along with USB 2.0 ports on the top and front of the minitower case to power ad- 
ditional peripherals. Nearby is a front-mounted flash memory reader with support for 
most cards used in digital cameras and other electronics. 



Essential Specs 

• 2.8GHz Intel Core i5-2300 
"Sandy Bridge" quad-core 
processor 

• 64-bit Windows 7 Home 
Premium 

• 6GB DDR3 memory 

• 1TB hard drive 

• 802.11 b/g/n Wi-Fi 

• 7.1 -channel THX TruStudio 
PC audio 

• Intel HD Graphics 2000 with 
HDMI output 

• 19-in-1 memory card reader 

• 16X DVD burner 

• Premium laser mouse 

• USB multimedia keyboard 
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Power & Beauty 

This Toshiba Satellite A665-S61 00 Shines 



Despite its head-turning Fusion X2 styling, the Toshiba Satellite A665-S6100 ($1,039.99 MSRP; www 
.us.toshiba.com) isn't all show and no go. On the contrary, this premium entertainment laptop has the 
multicore horsepower you need for multitasking and productivity. Work, create, or just unwind — this 
way-above-average portable PC goes from strength to strength. 



Toshiba Satellite A665-S6100 
MSRP: $1,039.99 
www.us.toshiba.com 




Multimedia Power 

• A Blu-ray Disc player is a must- 
have option for HD movie viewing 

• Feast your eyes on a 1 6-inch HD 
TruBrite LED-LCD widescreen 

• Dolby Advanced Audio imbues 
harman/kardon speakers with re- 
markable sound for a notebook 

• Intel Wireless Display transmits 
high-definition video to your HDTV 
without a cable 



Usability 

• The multitouch pad is extra 
wide to make working with the 
A665-S61 00 more convenient 

• USB 3.0 support can radically 
accelerate backups to an ex- 
ternal drive 

• This Satellite is 4G WiMAX 
ready for fast wireless 
online access anywhere 
there's coverage 
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Extras 

• USB Sleep and Charge tops 
up your portable electronics 
even when your laptop is off 

• Sleep and Music features let 
you enjoy your tunes without 
booting up the system 

• Toshiba Bulletin Board (to 
stay organized), ReelTime 
(a visual timeline), Media 
Controller (simplified media 
sharing), and eco Utility (for 
improved energy manage- 
ment) are all included 



Essential Specs 



2GHz Intel 
Core \7 processor 



Windows 7 Home Premium 
6GB DDR3 memory 
Blu-ray Disc player 
LED backlit widescreen 
display 

harman/kardon speakers 
Dolby Advanced Audio 
Intel Wireless Display 
640GB Hard Drive with 
Impact Sensor 
4G WiMAX ready 
1 USB 3.0 port 
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A Notebook 
For Every Lifestyle 

Notebooks For Businesspeople, Gamers & More 

These days, notebook computers come in all shapes, sizes, and configurations: From 
budget-friendly student editions to powerful gaming machines and from everyday 
workhorses to ultra-thin business computers, your lifestyle and computing needs can 
help you determine which laptop is best for you. 




The Everyday 
Notebook User 

If you're the typical user, you need 
a machine that does double — or 
even triple — duty. You may spend 
hours on the Web shopping or 
browsing social networking sites, 
but your notebook also has to be 
powerful enough for heavy-duty 
word processing, spreadsheets, 
and the rest, when the occasion 
demands. A midrange laptop that 
offers a 1 5-inch or larger display, 
an entry-level processor, a built-in 
Web cam, and integrated wireless 
connectivity will normally do the 
job for you. 



Ultra-Thin For Business 
& Convenience 

Ultra-thin notebooks offer first- 
rate portability: Many of these 
notebooks are only an inch or so 
tall and weigh in at less than 5 
pounds. Still, these slim machines 
pack in the features: Most offer 
built-in memory card readers and 
Web cams, optical drives, wireless 
networking, and 14-inch or larger 
displays. You'll pay a bit of a pre- 
mium to get this many features in 
a compact, lightweight package, 
but busy professionals — especially 
those who travel a lot — will find 
that the investment is well worth it. 



The Gamer 

If you're a gamer, you're among the most 
demanding of computer users. Games 
require a lot of storage space, serious pro- 
cessing power, and the ability to render 
complex graphics quickly. Until recently, 
this much power was simply not available 
in a portable machine, but times have 
changed: You'll pay more for them, but 
gaming-oriented laptops now pack 4 to 
6GB of memory and can include heavy- 
duty processors running at speeds of 
2GHz or more. Boasting 500GB or more 
of disk space and including world-class 
graphic cards, these little powerhouses 
can serve as your primary gaming system 
and never miss a beat or skip a frame. 
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VISION 
Technology 
From AMD 

Advanced HD Graphics 
Meet PC Processing 



What if you could get an incredibly vivid and smooth 
HD visual experience on easy-to-carry notebooks and 
versatile desktops? Now you can, with AMD's new APU 
(Accelerated Processing Unit; www.amd.com/fusion). 
AMD's APU combines powerful processor technology 
and discrete-class DirectX® 1 1 graphics on a single 
chip, which enables quick-loading, rich Web content, 
sharp photos, and smooth, realistic graphics. 



Gain The APU Advantage 

Note that not all systems will have APU technology built 
in; specifically, you'll find it in E-series and C-series pro- 
cessors, which are mostly VISION Technology platforms. 
Here are three examples to consider when looking for a 
computer that best fits your specific lifestyle needs. 



Finding Your Friends, Made Easy 




Advanced facial recognition 



Key Benefits* 

• HD video plays incredibly smoothly 
and clearly due to hardware accelera- 
tion. 

• Accelerated applications let your com- 
puter run smoother when working with 
graphics-heavy applications. 

• Web pages load up to three times faster. 

• High-quality graphics performance is 
perfect for gaming. 

• The APU's small footprint offers an 
extended battery life. For example, 
you can watch up to three 90-minute 
movies on a single notebook battery 
charge. 

• The APU architecture allows for thinner 
and lighter devices — you get a thin PC 
with real HD. 



You Won't See Pixels, You'll See People 




Richer, smoother Web video 



Vivid & Smooth Video 
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Real-time motion stabilization 



^Results depend on system configuration. For details, visitwww.amd.com/disclaimers. 
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COMPUTERS 



Speed Power 
& Grace 

Asus Essentio CG8350-04 
Desktop PC 




The Essentio CG8350-04 desktop PC 
from Asus, available at Best Buy, 
delivers the most essential features 
for multimedia lovers in a sleek, 
elegant tower design. 



Unmatched Speed 

The Asus Essentio sports a 
2nd generation Intel Core 
\7 , providing 3.4GHz of 
processing power that 
can be expanded with 
Turbo Boost Technology 
2.0 to balance various 
multimedia computer tasks 
simultaneously. Along with 
8GB of DDR3 memory 
(expandable up to 1 6GB), 
you'll fly through photo- 
editing and design projects 
without missing a beat. 



Built-in Intel HD 
Graphics 

Graphics-heavy games and HD 
video will always look their best 
on the Essentio CG8350-04. 
Rather than rely on a graphics 
processing unit, the Essentio's 
UMA graphics card and Intel 
2nd Gen Core \7 processor with 
integrated Intel HD Graphics will 
deliver stunning visuals the way 
they're meant to be seen. 



Standout Specs 



CORE 17 



3.4GHz 2nd 

Generation 

Intel Core \7 

processor 

UMA graphics 

card and integrated Intel HD 

video graphics 

8GB DDR3 memory 

(expandable up to 1 6GB) 

1TB SATA hard drive 

10 USB 2.0 ports 

16-in-1 multimedia card reader 

Gaming keyboard and mouse 

included 



The Ultimate 
Multimedia Box 

Right out of the box, the Asus Essentio 
has the power you need to enjoy rich 
multimedia experiences, but it also 
features plenty of connections to make 
sharing and enjoying your movies, 
music, photos, and other content 
simple. Offering 10 USB 2.0 ports, an 
HDMI port, and a 16-in-1 digital media 
reader, you'll have plenty of options 
to connect peripherals and load your 
media with ease. Additionally, the 
system also includes a USB gaming 
keyboard and mouse. 

With built-in features such as Intel's 
Quick Sync Video, the Asus Essentio 
makes quick work of intensive media- 
related tasks. For instance, you can up- 
load HD video to your iPod in seconds. 

Multimedia lovers typically have a 
vast assortment of files stored on their 
computer's hard drive, and in order 
to best accommodate their vast col- 
lections, the Essentio CG8350-04 of- 
fers ample storage space with its 1TB 
SATA hard drive. This lets you store 
and back up all of your favorite files in 
one place, making it more convenient 
than searching through multiple hard 
drives, CDs, DVDs, and more to find 
the files you need. 
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ESSENTIAL THINGS TO KNOW 



Multimedia Computers 



Q. 



, What is a multimedia computer? 

A This type of computer includes features that will allow 
you to stream media, edit photos and video, watch mov- 
ies on disc, listen to music, play video games, and more. 



QHow is a multimedia PC different from a standard 
computer? 

A Multimedia computers likely include a high-definition 
graphics card, more than 4GB of RAM, media card 
readers, and larger screen sizes compared to standard com- 
puters. In addition, there are often plenty of media ports to 
connect external devices. 



QHow does a multimedia computer let me enjoy qual- 
ity audio and video? 

A Many multimedia computers include a Blu-ray Disc 
k player, a built-in TV tuner for recording TV episodes, 
and/or integrated stereo systems. 



QWhat type of graphics should I look for in a multi- 
media PC? 

A Most multimedia PCs include integrated graphics that 
are acceptable for Internet gaming and videos. You can 
also purchase a desktop PC that features a discrete graph- 
ics card, which means you have extra graphics memory for 
higher performance. 



QHow much hard drive space do multimedia PCs typi- 
cally offer? 

A Many systems include between 500GB and 2TB of 
storage. You should choose a model that has enough 
hard drive space for the size and type of media you would 



like to store, such as downloaded TV shows or a large 
photo collection. 



Q 



, Does a multimedia desktop PC include a monitor? 

A Not all multimedia PCs come packaged with a moni- 
tor. You can purchase a desktop package that features 
a tower, monitor, and peripherals; alternatively, you can mix 
and match these items by selecting a monitor, tower, and 
other peripherals separately. 



QAre multimedia computers available as all-in-one 
models? 

A Yes, there are a number of multimedia computers that 
i\ have an all-in-one design. An all-in-one PC is ideal for 
small spaces because the PC components are built into the 
back of the flat LCD monitor and thus the computer takes 
up less room. 



QWhat type of multimedia accessories could enhance 
my computing experience? 

A A multimedia keyboard can include one-touch buttons 
that can open media programs with one keystroke. 
Gaming-oriented multimedia mice feature built-in memory, 
ergonomic comfort designs, and wireless connectivity to 
your PC. 



QCan I use apps and widgets on a multimedia 
computer? 

A Yes, most apps or widgets are integrated with operat- 
ing systems, though some require a program down- 
load. You can purchase additional apps and widgets when 
you download compatible app stores. 
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Computing Glossary 



Shopping for a computer 
can be intimidating, espe- 
cially with all of the complex 
terminology. Here, we'll ex- 
plain some common com- 
puter jargon. 

Bluetooth — A short-range wireless 
standard that connects devices such as 
computers, printers, PDAs, and digital 
cameras so they can be used together 
without being connected physically 
with a cord. 

broadband — Network connections that 
transmit high-speed Internet access. 
Broadband speed varies depending 
on the provider. Cable companies offer 
speeds of around 8 to 1 1 Mbps, whereas 
phone companies offer DSL (Digital 
Subscriber Line), which supports speeds 
of 3 to 5Mbps. 

CRT (cathode-ray tube) — An old analog 
display technology for TVs and computer 
monitors. It features an electron gun illu- 
minating phosphor dots that line the in- 
side of a glass tube. When the phosphors 
are lit, they display on-screen images. 
CRTs consume a great deal of power and 
are heavy and bulky. Many CRTs sup- 
port digital signals, though these degrade 
when converted to analog. 

dual-core processor — This integrated 
circuit, which controls the computer, 



features two processors, each with its 
own cache, on a single die or chassis. 
In a dual-core configuration, the op- 
erating system has two processors to 
handle instructions, speeding up the 
computer and its ability to multitask. 

Ethernet — A widely used LAN protocol 
in which computers and networks are 
physically linked with a cord. 

firewall — Hardware or software that 
limits access by a network or another 
outside source to your computer; it also 
may limit your computer's access to the 
network. These security measures are 
designed to protect your computer from 
outsiders who'd like to exploit it in some 
way. By the same token, firewalls may 
prevent infected files on your computer 
from accessing the larger network and 
spreading the problem to other users. 

LAN (local-area network) — A group 
of computers that are physically 
connected by wires so they can 
communicate with one another and 
share information. 

LCD (liquid-crystal display) — This tech- 
nology sandwiches liquid crystals be- 
tween thin sheets of glass. The crystals 
twist and untwist to allow and block 
light from a backlight, forming the im- 
ages you see. LCDs are thinner, lighter, 
and consume less power than CRTs. 
Initially used mostly in notebook PCs, 



you'll now find LCD TVs and computer 
monitors, and they are also in digital 
cameras, cell phones, portable DVD 
players, and other devices. 

office suite — Productivity software, 
such as Microsoft Office, StarOffice, and 
OpenOffice, that often includes word 
processing, spreadsheet, presentation, 
database, and financial tools. 

operating system — The software, such 
as Windows Vista, Windows 7, or Mac 
OS X, that controls a computer and its 
peripherals and serves as the primary 
interface for the users. 

processor — Also known as a micro- 
processor or the CPU, this integrated 
circuit controls the computer. 

RAM (random-access memory) — A 

type of memory that's read from and 
written to by the CPU and hardware. 

upgradeable — This term refers to the 
ability to add or swap out hardware to 
boost a computer's performance, in- 
crease its speed, or replace a defective 
or obsolete device or component. For 
instance, you may add more memory, 
replace an old CRT with a widescreen 
LCD, or swap out an older video card 
for a newer one that features an ATSC 
TV tuner so you can watch digital TV on 
your computer. Look for a computer with 
expansion slots or empty bays. 
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— Which Notebook Computer Is Best For You? 

A notebook computer is a pretty big purchase for most people, and it's usually a bit overwhelming, too. 
This chart compares the features and specs from several different types of notebook models. 




What It Means 



Operating system 



Lenovo B560 

MSRP: $479.99* 
SKU 1403286 



The software 
(usually Windows 
or Mac OS X) 
that controls 
your computer 

Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



Processor 

Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 

2GHz Intel 
Pentium 



Hard drive size; 
RAM 

How much data 
the computer can 
hold; Memory 
that's read and 
written to 

320GB; 4GB 



Graphics 
Card 

Controls the 
quality of your 
video and 
images 



Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
HD 



Dimensions; 
Weight 

Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the lap- 
top weighs; 
Screen size 



Optical drives; 
Media card reader 



Drives that can read 
and write discs; Slots 
that read media cards 
without a separate 
peripheral 



; 



1.3x14.8x12.5 Double-layer 

inches; 4.9 DVD±RW/CD-R\ 

pounds; 15.6 Yes 
inches 




Samsung 
QX410-J01 

MSRP: $829.99* 
SKU 1255544 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



2.4GHz Intel 
Core i3 



500GB; 4GB 



Mobile Intel 
HD 



1.1x13.6x9.4 
inches; 5.2 
pounds; 14 
inches 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/BD/ 
CD-RW; Yes 







HP Pavilion 
dv7-4285dx 

MSRP: $849.99* 
SKU 1686237 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



2.53GHz Intel 
Core i5 



640GB; 6GB 



AMD Radeon 
HD 6370 



1.5x16.4x10.8 
inches; 6.9 
pounds; 1 7.3 
inches 



DVD±RW/CD-RW; 
Yes 






Dell Inspiron 
M7R-2950MRB 

MSRP: $879.99* 
SKU 1180025 



Windows 7 Home 2.53GHz Intel 
Premium Core i5 



640GB; 6GB Intel HD 0.8x16.5x10.9 DVD±RW/BD/ 

inches; 6.7 CD-RW; Yes 

pounds; 1 7.3 
inches 




Sony VAIO 
VPCS131FM 

MSRP: $899.99* 
SKU 1239935 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



2.53GHz Intel 
Core i5 



640GB; 4GB 



Intel Graphics 1.2x13x9 
Media inches; 4.4 



DVD±RW/BD/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



Accelerator 
HD 



pounds; 13.3 
inches 




Toshiba Satellite 

MSRP: $1,039.99* 

SKU N/A 




Windows 7 Home 2GHz Intel 
Premium Core i7 



640GB; 6GB 



Mobile Intel 
HD 



1.18x14.98x10 
inches; 5.8 
pounds; 16 
inches 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/CD-RW/ 
BD-ROM; Yes 




Apple MacBook Air Mac OS X Snow 
MC506LL/A Leopard 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 1535123 



1.7GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 



128GB; 2GB 



NVIDIA 
GeForce 
320M 



0.7x11.8x7.6 
inches; 2.3 
pounds; 1 1.6 
inches 



No; No 



EJjS^I 



Sony VAIO Windows 7 Home 1 .73GHz Intel 

VPCZ133GM/B Premium Core i 7 

MSRP: $1,399.99* 
SKU 1655116 



500GB, 6GB 



NVIDIA 
GeForce GT 

425M 



1.6x15.3x10.4 Double-layer 

inches; 6.4 DVD±RW/BD/ 

pounds; 1 6.4 CD-RW; Yes 
inches 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Desktop PC Is Best For You?- 

When you shop for a desktop, you'll see lots of similar models. The chart below shows how subtle, 
important, the differences can be. If you need help further discerning the differences among these 
els, we suggest you seek the assistance from an associate at your local CE retailer. 



yet 
mod- 



1 



What It Means 



Operating system Processor 



Dell XPS 8300 

MSRP: $N/A* 
SKU 1677148 



The software (usu- 
ally Windows XP 
or 7) that controls 
your PC 



rrem 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically a 
bigger number is 
better) 



2.8GHz Intel 
Core i5 



Hard drive size; 
RAM 

How much data 
the computer can 
hold; Memory 
that's read and 
written to 



1TB; 6GB 



Graphics card 

Controls the 
quality of the 
video and 
images you see 
on-screen 



Intel HD 
Graphics 2000 



Optical drives; 
Memory card reader 

Drives that can read 
and write discs; Slots 
that read media cards 
without a separate 
peripheral 



DVD±RW/CD-RW; 
Yes 



Ports 

Sockets that 
give your com- 
puter access 
to different 
peripherals 



8 USB, 1 
HDMI, 1 eSATA 



Compaq Presario 
CQ5600Y 

MSRP: $329.99* 
SKU 1254175 



Windows 7 Home 2GHzAMD 
Premium Athlon II 



NVIDIA Double-layer 

GeForce 61 50 DVD±RW/CD-RW; 
SE No 



6 USB 




HP Pavilion 
p6644y 

MSRP: $549.99* 
SKU 1600453 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



2.8GHz Intel 
Pentium 



1TB; 4GB 



Intel Graphics 
Media Accel- 
erator X4500 



Double-layer 6 USB 

DVD±RW/CD-RW; 

Yes 



[ 



Dell Inspiron 
1580-6736 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 1244487 



Windows 7 Home 3.2GHz Intel 
Premium Core i3 



750GB; 6GB 



Intel HD 



DVD±RW/CD-RW; 6 USB 
Yes 




Asus Essentio 
CM5675 

MSRP: $679.99* 
SKU 1243294 



Windows 7 Home 3.2GHz Intel 
Premium Core i5 



1TB; 6GB 



Intel HD 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/CD-RW; 

Yes 



10 USB 



i 



Asus Essentio 
CG8350-04 

MSRP: 

SKU N/A 



Windows 7 Home 3.4GHz Intel 
Premium Core i7 



1TB; 8GB 



Intel UMA 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/CD-RW; 

Yes 



10 USB, 1 
HDMI, 1 DVI 




Gateway 
FX6840-15e 

MSRP: $1,099.99* 
SKU 1401118 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



2.93GHz Intel 
Core i7 



1TB; 8GB 



ATI Radeon HD 
5750 



Double-layer 10 USB 

DVD±RW/CD-RW; 

Yes 



1 



HP Pavilion 
HPE-450f 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 1338283 



Windows 7 Home 
Premium 



2.93GHz Intel 
Core i7 



1TB; 8GB 



ATI Radeon HD 

5770 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/BD/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



9 USB, 1 
FireWire 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Software Listings 

Get More Out Of Your PC 

Computers can be used to create greeting cards, play games, keep track of your finances, and more. 
The thing is, most of these functions aren't available straight out of the box. To fully harness your 
computer's potential, you'll need to buy software. Here are some options. 



Audio, Photo & Video 



^~] Adobe Photoshop 
2k *| Elements 9 

yy| $99.99* 

"^B^ B www.adobe.com 

Easily edit, share, and manage your 
photo collection and get professional results 
using Adobe Photoshop Elements 9. 



Broderbund Print Shop 2.0 
Professional 

$89.99* 

www.broderbund.com 

Create sophisticated projects using 



prmtshop 



the Wizard Design tool or a ready-made tem- 
plate. You can create greeting cards, banners, 
newsletters, photo projects, and more. 




Roxio Creator 201 1 

$99.99* 

www.roxio.com 

Use Roxio Creator 20 11 to easily 
capture, enhance, and preserve your photos, 
videos, and audio projects. New features 
include 3D effects, video stabilization and rota- 
tion, and a redesigned backdrop interface. 3D 
glasses are also included. 

B Corel PaintShop 
Photo Pro X3 Ultimate 

www.corel.com 

Corel PaintShop Photo Pro X3 lets you manage, 
edit, and share your digital photos. Make auto- 
matic fixes in the enhanced Express Lab or you 
can use the included advanced editing tools. 

* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from 




Pinnacle Studio Ultimate 
Collection 

$129.99* 

www.pinnaclesys.com 
Pinnacle Studio Ultimate Collection 
comes with a full set of plug-ins and a 
Chroma-key green screen for advanced effects, 
editing, and production. 

Jq Adobe Premiere 
Elements 9 

$99.99* 

1 www.adobe.com 
Turn your home videos into movies using special 
effects, music, and images from Adobe Premiere 
Elements 9. Once you're done, you can share 
them via disc or the Internet. 

Roxio Easy VHS To DVD 

$59.99* 
www.roxio.com 

Use Roxio's Easy VHS To DVD soft- 
ware to easily transfer video from VHS, Hi8, 
V8, or analog camcorders to DVD. You can 
also edit the video and add professional effects. 




Nero 10 Multimedia Suite 
Platinum HD 

$129.99* 
www.nero.com 

Nero 10 Multimedia Suite Platinum HD 
makes it so easy to import video from nearly 
any source, add effects, and then burn the 
final result to BD, DVD, or CD. You can also 
share it between mobile devices. 



Business Applications 

■[■■k Microsoft Office 

" Home & Student 2010 

i^J $149.99* 

www.microsoft.com 
The Home and Student version of Microsoft 
Office 2010 has enhanced features for creating 
and managing documents and includes Word, 
Excel, PowerPoint, and OneNote. 

Individual Software 
ResumeMaker Professional 

$29.95* 

I www.individualsoftware.com 
It 's easy to write a professional resume 
quickly using ResumeMaker Professional. The 
software also includes advanced search tools. 

■ Intuit Quicken Home 
& Business 2011 
www.quicken.intuit.com 
The 20 1 1 version of Quicken Home and 
Business will help you categorize your home 
and business finances and show you profits 
and losses at a glance. Plus, you can streamline 
the tax-paying process when the time comes. 




Intuit QuickBooks Pro 2011 

$229.95* 

www.quickbooks.intuit.com 
Easily keep track of your company's 
finances with QuickBooks Pro 
2011. You can view expense and income 
breakdowns, account balances, and more, so 
its easy to know where your money is going. 



retail pricing. 
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Games/ 
Entertainment 

Activision Barbie 
& The Three 
\ Musketeers 

$19.99* 
www.activision.com 
Choose a character with a 
unique ability to help you 
tackle obstacles and solve 
puzzles to uncover a plot 
against the prince and be- 
come a true musketeer. 

g Disney Interactive 
Studio Alice In 
Wonderland 

$19.99* 
disney.go.com/disney 
interactivestudios 

Inspired by the Tim Burton film, 
this game lets you fall down 
the rabbit hole and experience 
Alice's adventure in Wonder- 
land. You can play as the Mad 
Hatter, White Rabbit, or an- 
other character from the film to 
help Alice on her journey. 

Electronic Arts 
The Sims 3 

$49.95* 
www.ea.com 

Create your very own Sims. 
Customize their personalities, 
appearances, and homes and 
send them out into the world to 
explore the neighborhood and 
meet new friends. 

Lego Indiana Jones 
2: The Adventure 
Continues 

$29.99* 
www. I ucasarts.com 
Explore the locations from all 
four films and build your own 
levels and environments. Your 
favorite Indiana Jones charac- 
ters are depicted in Lego form. 





Home 
Productivity 



i 



B Nuance Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking 

$99.99* 
www.nuance.com 
Dictate emails, reports, and 
documents much faster than 
you can type by letting Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking do the typ- 
ing for you. The software has an 
accuracy rate of up to 99%. 



vm 



Apple MobileMe 

$99* 
www.apple.com 

MobileMe, Apple's Internet ser- 
vice, lets you keep your email, 
contacts, and calendar up-to- 
date across your iPhone, iPod 
touch, Mac, and PC. It also 
lets you store and share docu- 
ments online via iDisk, and you 
can manage everything online 
through a suite of Web applica- 
tions at www.me.com. 



_f 



H&R BLOCK 



H&R Block 
At Home 
Deluxe 

$44.95* 
www.handrblock.com 

The Deluxe version of H&R 
Block At Home makes it easy for 
homeowners and investors to file 
tax returns. Once you're done, 
you can use the five included 
federal e-files to file online. 

Nova Develop- 
ment Family Tree 
Maker Deluxe 

$69.95* 
novadevelopment.com 

Explore and preserve your 
family history with the soft- 
ware, a free three-month sub- 
scription to Ancestry.com, an 
iPhone app, and more. 




Security/ 
Utilities 



i 



Kaspersky Lab 
Internet Security 
2011 

$79.95* 
www.kaspersky.com 
This software includes features 
to protect you from the latest 
viruses, spy ware, and mal- 
ware threats for one year and 
three PCs. 

^ffl I Lab Anti- 
p^ m\ Virus 2011 

www.kaspersky.com 

Kaspersky Anti-Virus 201 / 
includes essential protection 
against Internet threats, such 
as viruses, spyware, Trojans, 
and more, for one year and 
three PCs. 



webrool 



„, 



Webroot Internet 
Security Complete 
2011 

$79.95* 
www.webroot.com 
Internet Security Complete can 
protect your computer from 
spyware, viruses, and spam. It 
also uses advanced technolo- 
gies to ensure your identity is 
safe as you shop and browse 
the Internet. You can also back 
up digital photos and other 
files and sync them with a PC. 

Trend Micro 
Titanium Maximum 
Security 

$39.95* 
www.trendmicro.com 

Trend Micro's Titanium Max- 
imum Security is easy to use and 
provides a variety of tools that 
can keep your computer and 
identity safe. 





System Clean-Up 
& Repair 

Avanquest 
Fix-It Utilities 
11 Professional 

$49.95* 
www.avanquest.com 

Make your computer run like 
new. Use Fix-It Utilities / / 
to defragment, clean, repair, 
and optimize your Windows 
registry to improve overall PC 
performance and check your 
system memory, hard drive, 
and more. 



iolo System 
Mechanic 

$49.95* 
m www.iolo.com 




With System Mechanic, you 
can find and fix errors and frag- 
mentation on your PC, clean 
out clutter, and optimize your 
system for best performance. 

Acronis True 
Image Home 
2011 

$49.99* 
www.acronis.com 
This software backs up your 
entire computer, including the 
operating system, files, settings, 
and more, so you can easily re- 
create your system in the event 
of data loss. 

iolo 
DriveScrubber 

$29.95* 
www.iolo.com 

When it's time to get rid of 
your old computer, use Drive- 
Scrubber to ensure all of your 
personal data has been de- 
leted. DriveScrubber will wipe 
your entire drive, including 
free space, and restore dam- 
aged drives. 
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NOTEWORTHY 



Accessories 
& Services 




KEYBOARD 



• An ergonomic design can 
cut down on the wrist 
strain associated with 
carpal tunnel syndrome 

• Bluetooth connectivity 
lends itself to a tidy desk 
because there's one less 
wire to contend with 

• A specialty model, such 
as a gaming or media key- 
board, adds functionality 
to your pastime of choice 




Offers an affordable way 
to connect all of your 
peripherals, even if you 
have more gadgets than 
USB ports 

Adds the convenience 
of easy USB access — no 
more reaching behind 
your computer to plug in 
your USB devices 




EXTERNA L HARD DRIVE 

• Protect precious video and 
photo memories: Back up 
to an external hard drive 

• Keep your computer run- 
ning more efficiently by 
saving large files, such as 
your media collection, on 
an external drive 




• A wireless mouse will cut 
down on cable clutter at 
your desk and also offers 
the convenience of por- 
tability for laptop use 

• A gaming mouse can de- 
liver better accuracy and 
speed for the ultimate 

in control 

• Consider customizable 
buttons if you want to be 
able to access media, files, 
or programs with one- 
touch access 



A computer is a big investment, and now that you've taken the 
plunge, it's time to decide what accessories you need to go 
along with that shiny new purchase. We've rounded up several 
of our favorite extras for every computer owner. Whether you 
have a laptop or desktop, be sure to add these items to your 
shopping list to complete your computing experience. 





CLEANING KIT 



• Specially designed cleaners 
will keep your computer 
screen clean without run- 
ning the risk of scratching 
its surface 

• Cloths are often made of 
low-conductivity material 
in order to reduce static 




• Ensure the electrical current 
running to your desktop or 
laptop computer doesn't 
exceed proper levels 

• Portable models will protect 
your laptop when you're on 
the go for work or play 




Bridge the gap between 
long-distance family and 
friends with online video 
chatting by adding a Web 
cam to your setup 




PRINTER 



A quality photo printer will 
eliminate trips to the drug- 
store for 4x6 prints and give 
you the ability to instantly 
share your photo memories 
An all-in-one model is the 
perfect addition to any 
busy family that needs a 
device that can operate 
as a copier, scanner, fax 
machine, and printer 




To keep your desktop or 
laptop computer in tip-top 
shape, take advantage of the 
computing services offered at 
your local CE retailer. They 
can help you keep your ma- 
chine running smoothly and 
free from the dangers that 
lurk online. 

• Computer Setup & 
Networking 

• Virus & Spyware Removal 

• Data Backup & Recovery 

• Hardware & Software 
Upgrades 

• Training & Consultation 
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HOW TO BUY 



PORTABLE DEVICES 



MP3 Player Content 



Move Media To Your Device 






Bypass the download hassle. b u 



y |n g/ 




Years ago, buying content for an MP3 player meant buying 
music and only music because that's all there was to pur- 
chase. Today, that's nowhere near the case. Beyond music, 
online download services offer movies, TV shows, audio 
books, and more. The following are tips for buying media for 
MP3 players. 



downloading, and syncing media to an MP3 player 
is a process some people could do without. One 
workaround is 
buying music 
that comes 
preinstalled on a 
removable mem- 
ory card, such 
as SanDisk's 
slotRadio cards 
($39.99; www 
.sandisk.com). 
Pop the card 
into a compat- 
ible player, and 
you can listen 

to the tracks immediately with no downloads, syncs, or 
cables required. 



. . . you can listen 
to the tracks 
immediately with 
no downloads, 
syncs, or cables 
required. 



Subscribe tO a plan. Several online services 
offer subscription plans that grant unlimited access to 
millions of songs for on-demand streaming over sup- 
ported gear, including MP3 players. Similar plans also 
exist for movies and TV shows. In some cases, you 
must download a related app to the player, although 
some services also support streaming over a computer, 
Web-enabled Blu-ray Disc player, game consoles, and 
other equipment. 



Consider the convenience of MP3. 

Not all MP3 players support the same file types. Thus, 
your wife's player may not natively play a song that your 
player can without converting the song to a compatible 
file format. You can avoid that hassle, though, by buying 
the song from an online store that sells it in the MP3 
format, which nearly every player supports. 



Give a gift Card. Music makes for a great gift— if 
the giftee doesn't already own or dislike the music she's 
receiving. If so, the gesture can disappoint everyone in- 
volved. If you know what kind of MP3 player she owns, 
however, you can buy a gift card for an online music 
store that offers file formats that are compatible with that 
specific device and let her download whatever she likes. 



FirstGlimpse 



by Blaine Flamig 



FirstGlimpse / February 2011 57 



Banish Those 
Bundled Buds 

The Benefits Of A Headphone Upgrade 




Quality headphones can make a world of difference for music lovers. The earbuds 
that accompany most MP3 players, however, offer the bare minimum when it 
comes to sound reproduction. As a result, your music sounds like a lifeless echo 
compared to the musician's original intent. Read on for several reasons to upgrade 
your MP3 player's headphones. 



Fidelity, Fidelity, Fidelity 

You don't have to have a concert pianist's finely tuned ear to enjoy a quality 
pair of headphones. If you want a superior listening experience, you will typi- 
cally find that a headphone's price justifies a high-quality sound. Upgrading to 
better headphones will open your ears to previously unheard instruments; rich, 
deep bass; powerful midranges; and crisp highs. 



One Size Does Not Fit All 

Another problem with those bundled buds is the fact that they're typically 
one size fits all, but comfortable for none. Standalone headphones commonly 
feature adjustable headbands, multiple sized earbud tips, and pivoting cans to 
conform to your comfort needs. They also come in a range of different styles to 
suite your preference, such as earbuds, clip-ons, and over-the-ear. 
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Features You Can 
Hear (Or Not) 

Aftermarket headphones, particular- 
ly the premium models, offer a slew 
of features you won't find in pairs 
bundled with your device. Frequent 
flyers are big fans of noise-can- 
celing technology, which actively 
diminishes repetitive noises such as 
roaring jet engines. Sound isolating 
headphones can seal off the ear 
canal to more passively immerse 
the listener in the music. Some 
headphones can even simulate a 
surround-sound experience. 



The Professional Edge 

If you want to hear your music like 
the pros do, then opt for studio 
headphones. Prices start at about $50 
but average more than $250. These 
headphones are generally an over- 
the-ear style to support large speaker 
drivers, but offer padded ear cups 
for hours of comfortable listening. 
Studio headphones tend to support 
the widest audio frequency response 
and reproduce audio in a true-to-life 
fashion with a portable design. 



by Andrew Leibman 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



Map Updates 
For GPSes 

Go Your Own Way 
With New Maps 



Whether you're on the road for business or pleasure, a 
GPS device can show you the right way to go. But before 
you head out on your journey, you'll need to make sure 
your maps are up-to-date, or you might end up looking 
for roads and POIs that don't exist or have changed. Each 
GPS has a specific way of updating its maps, and here are 
the options that might be available to you. 




CD & DVD Updates 

To get map updates that are available as software on a disc, 
whether CD or DVD, first download the updates onto your PC. 
You then connect your GPS device to your PC via USB cable and 
transfer the map updates to it. 



Download Cards 

You can update maps for your next family trip by purchasing a 
preprogrammed download card for your GPS device. You can 
access an online update from your PC by typing in the card's 
installation code and downloading the new maps. From there, 
you'll need to connect your GPS to your PC to upload the new 
map collection to your device. 



Memory Cards 

If your GPS device supports an SD, microSD, or alternatively com- 
patible memory card slot, you can simply insert a memory card with 
a map update into the device and then access maps with new de- 
tails, updated POIs, and route planning. 



Built-in Updates 

Some models include updates for maps 
and points of interest that are added 
every few months and are continually 
refreshed over the lifetime of the GPS 
device. For example, TomTom's (www 
.tomtom.com) Lifetime Map Updates fea- 
ture lets users update their device's maps 
every few months without paying extra. 
This is handy, as road networks change 
by 1 8% or so annually. 



Online Updates 

Updates are available online, but you'll 
need a GPS unit with a built-in cellular 
modem that can access the Internet. An 
Internet-connected GPS device includes a 
free trial data service, but you can renew 
your real-time GPS updates according to 
your preferred update frequency, whether 
it's weekly, monthly, quarterly, or annually. 
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ESSENTIAL THINGS TO KNOW 



Mobile Device Apps 



QWhat are mobile device apps and where 
do I get them? 

A An app is a small program that adds functionality to 
your mobile device. Apps range in price from free to 
several dollars; the majority of them run between 99 cents 
and $2 or so. Apps can be purchased from the online app 
store associated with your device. 



Q, 



, Can my device act as a GPS unit and give directions? 

A Usually, yes. Many mobile devices (smartphones, me- 
dia tablets, MP3 players, etc.) either contain GPS chips 
or can very accurately approximate a location by using 
cellular triangulation or other techniques. For such devices, 
GPS-enabled mapping and direction apps are available. 



Q 



Is there some way to use my device to 
record voice memos? 



A If your device has a microphone or a mic input jack, you 
may be able to purchase or use a preinstalled recorder 
app. Many such apps allow you to then email your recording, 
and some will even convert your voice memo to text. 



Ql'm not sure I need an actual eReader; can I just use 
my device to read ebooks? 

A Many providers, including ebook vendors, among 
others, offer (usually free) ebook reader apps for many 
mobile devices. 



Q 



Can my device help me find a restaurant or other busi- 
ness when I'm on the road? 



A There are business-locator apps for many smartphones 
#\ and other devices. Just enter the name or type of 
business, and your device can find what you're looking for. 
Many can then display directions to that address. 



Q. 



, Will my mobile device act as a digital photo frame? 

A Most devices include as part of the operating system 
an app that can display photos one at a time or in 
slideshow format. The app might be called Photos, Pictures, 
or something similar. 



Q, 



, Can I time something with my device? 

A Yes, there are stopwatch or timer apps for most de- 
vices. Most will count in either direction, up or down, 
and most also have alarm functions. 



Qls there any way my device can help me 
with my shopping? 

A Yes, there are apps for writing shopping lists and 
also apps that use a built-in camera to scan product 
barcodes: After scanning, the app can go online to tell you 
more about the product or compare prices. 



QAre there apps I can use to watch television or video 
on my device? 

A Many devices can run apps that will download video 
#\ and store it on your device. Other apps can stream 
video content from such providers as Hulu, Netflix, Amazon 
Video on Demand, or others. 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



MP3 Player 
Glossary 



Who doesn't want an MP3 player? It can help you 
relax, motivate you, and ensure you always have a 
song to match your mood. When you head to your 
local CE retailer to snag one, make sure you have this 
glossary so you can choose the perfect model. 



AAC — Short for Advanced Audio 
Codec, this format is a competitor of 
the more common MP3 file format. It is 
the default format used by Apple. 

Click Wheel — Apple's proprietary cir- 
cular control on the front of the iPod. 

Certified For Windows Vista — A certifi- 
cation from Microsoft that ensures your 
portable devices, such as MP3 players, 
and media, such as digital music and 
videos, are compatible with each other. 
This was once called PlaysForSure. 

download — In terms of digital music, down- 
loading is when you retrieve a song from an 
Internet site or another network connection 
and save it to your computer or portable 
music player. You can download songs from 
music Web sites such as iTunes, Napster, 
or Rhapsody. 

DRM (digital rights management) — DRM 

is a security mechanism for digital media, 
associated with copyright. A common 
DRM scheme for digital music involves 
getting a licensed file to authorize play- 
back of a free or purchased song. 

earbuds — Small, circular devices you put 
into your ears so you can listen to music 
on your player. These serve the same 
function as headphones. Many music 
players include their own earbuds, but 



you can purchase a separate pair that is 
more comfortable or of better quality. 

flash memory — Solid-state memory 
with no moving parts that is lightweight 
and small. In terms of digital music 
players, a flash-based player is lighter 
and smaller than a hard drive-based 
player, and also, it won't skip. Thus, 
flash-based players are popular for use 
during exercise. However, the capacity 
of a flash-based player isn't as large as 
a hard drive-based player. 

FM tuner — If your music player has a 
built-in FM tuner, you will be able to listen 
to music that is broadcast from local ra- 
dio stations. 

hard drive — Storage that consists of rigid 
platters inside a fixed casing. In terms 
of digital music players, a hard drive- 
based player is larger and heavier than 
a flash-based player. Because of the 
moving parts (the platters), hard drive- 
based players are also prone to skipping. 
However, their capacities are much 
larger than those of flash-based players. 

music management program — A pro- 
gram, such as iTunes or Napster, that 
loads onto your computer and lets you 
play, organize, download, and pur- 
chase media, such as music and videos, 
for your player or PC. 




MP3 — Perhaps the most popular digital 
audio encoding format. It compresses 
audio to about one-twelfth the original 
size while still providing excellent sound. 
In general, a 1 MB MP3 file will last about 
one minute. 

playlist — A queue of songs a user cre- 
ates to play on a computer, burn to 
a CD, or transfer to an MP3 player. The 
playlist will only include directions to 
the location of the songs, not the actual 
songs themselves. 

podcast — A downloadable episode that is 
similar to a radio program. A user can sub- 
scribe to a podcast for updated episodes, 
or she can download podcasts one at 
a time. 

screen — The display on the front of 
a portable music player. A player's 
screen can either display in color or 
black and white. 

WMA — Windows Media Audio is a dig- 
ital audio format created by Microsoft. 

widescreen — A screen that has a 1 6:9 
aspect ratio. 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



Which MP3 Player Is Best For You? 

iPods are cool, sure, but you have other choices when it comes to listening to your tunes. This chart compares the most important- 
and coolest — features from select MP3 players. 



Memory type 



Capacity 



Video capabilities 



FM tuner 



Colors 



Battery life 



What It Means 



Hard drive 




(moving parts, 



Some MP3 
players can 



How much 

memory the 

more capacity) player has** play video 
or flash (no 
moving parts) 



Some MP3 players Several players 

let you listen to offer a variety of 

radio stations color choices 



SanDisk Sansa Clip+ Flash 
MSRP: $39.99*; 
$49.99* 
SKU 9448449 



2GB; 4GB 



No 



Yes 



Black, purple, 
blue 



How long the 
battery will last 
when playing 



15 hours 




Apple iPod shuffle Flash 

MSRP: $49* 
SKU 9845475 



2GB 



No 



No 



Orange, silver, 15 hours 

pink, green, blue 



^ 



Sony W Series 
Walkman 

MSRP: $59.99* 
SKU 9964382 



Flash 



2GB 



No 



No 



Black 



1 1 hours 




SanDisk Sansa Fuze+ Flash 
MSRP: $89.99* 
SKU 1116229 



8GB 



Yes 



Yes 



Blue, purple, 
black, white 



24 hours 




Sony S Series 
Walkman 

MSRP: $99.99* 
$119.99* 
SKU 9443827 



Flash 



8GB; 16GB Yes 



Yes 



Black, violet, red 



42 hours 



Apple iPod nano 

MSRP: $149*; $179* 
SKU 1161925 



Flash 



8GB; 16GB 



No 



Yes 



Pink, orange, 
green, blue, 
silver, graphite 



24 hours 




Apple iPod touch 

MSRP: $229*; 
$299*; $399* 
SKU 9225377 



Flash 



8GB; 32GB; 
64GB 



Yes 



No 



Black 



40 hours 




Microsoft Zune HD Flash 
MSRP: $179.99*; 
$229.99* 
SKU 9449581 



16GB; 32GB Yes 



Yes 



Black, platinum 33 hours 

silver 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. **One gigabyte of memory will hold approximately 250 songs. Actual 

capacity will vary depending on song length and format. 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



Which GPS Device Is Right For You? — 

One of the hottest CE devices around right now is a GPS, and what a useful device it is, too. Here, we compare some models 
available on today's market. All of these units come with maps already loaded, and you can purchase additional maps, as well. 



Screen size; 
Dimensions 



Text-to-speech; 
Traffic receiver 



Preloaded 
maps 



WAAS 



Bluetooth; MP3 
playback 



Included charging 
adapters 





What It Means 



Insignia 

NS-NAV01 
MSRP: $99.99* 
SKU 9351603 



The diagonal 
measurement 
of the screen; 
Height x width 
x depth 



Unit calls out spe- 
cific street names; 
Unit receives traf- 
fic updates and re- 
routes accordingly 



4.3 inches; 

3.1x4.7x0.6 

inches 



Yes; No 



The regional 
maps that 
come included 
with the GPS 
unit 

Entire U.S. 



Insignia 
NS-NAV02R 

MSRP: $129.99* 
SKU 9953155 



4.3 inches; 

3.3x4.9x0.8 

inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 



A satellite and 
ground station 
system that 
gives exception- 
al GPS accuracy 

Yes 



No 



Some units com- 
municate wire- 
lessly with other 
Bluetooth devices 
or play MP3s 

No; No 



No; No 



AC adapters plug 
into the wall; DC 
adapters plug into 
your car's cigarette 
lighter 

DC adapter 



DC adapter 






Magellan 
RoadMate 2036 

MSRP: $169.99* 
SKU 9894222 



4.3 inches; 

3.3x5.0x0.6 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Yes 



No; No 



DC adapter 




TomTom 
XL 350TM 

MSRP: $229.95* 
SKU 9927197 



4.3 inches; 

3.1x4.6x1 

inches 



Yes; Yes (with 
optional traffic 
receiver) 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico), 
Canada, and 
Mexico 



No 



No; No 



DC adapter 




n m 



TomTom 
XXL 550TM 

MSRP: $259.95* 
SKU 1334083 



5 inches; 

3.8x4.7x0.9 

inches 



Yes; Yes (with 
optional traffic 
receiver) 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico), 
Canada, and 
Mexico 



No 



No; No 



DC adapter 




Garmin 
nuvi1450LMT 

MSRP: $269.99* 
SKU 1089764 



5 inches; 

3.4x5.4x0.6 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico), 
Canada, and 
Mexico 



No 



No; No 



DC adapter 




Magellan 
RoadMate 1 700 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 9464153 



7 inches; 

4.2x7.5x0.6 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Yes 



No; No 



DC adapter 




Garmin 
niivi 3760T 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 9888989 



4.3 inches; 

2.9x4.8x0.4 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico), 
Canada, and 
Mexico 



No 



Yes; No 



DC adapter 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



NOTEWORTHY 



Accessories 
& Services 




GPS CHARGERS 

• Make sure your travel 
companion always has 
a full battery 

• If you do run out of battery, 
charge your GPS with an 
adapter; these can plug into a 
wall, PC, or car's DC outlet 




MP3 PLAYER CASES 

• Protect your MP3 player 
from bumps and scratches 

• Quickly access your play- 
er's functions with a clip 

• Keep your player out of 
your way with an armband 




• Mounts can be placed on a 
car dash or stuck to a wind- 
shield to be within reach 




MP3 PLAYER 
EARPHONES 



• Match earphones to your 
needs: If you don't want 
anything bulky, opt for 
earbuds that fit inside your 
ear; to hear every musical 
detail, try headphones that 
cover the ear completely 

• Listen to your music 
without the interference 
of background noise with 
earphones that offer a 
noise-canceling feature 




CELL PHONE 
CHARGERS & BATTERIES 

• Keep your phone charged 
no matter where you are; 
adapters for your cell phone 
let you use solar power, 
your car's DC outlet, wall 
power, or your computer to 
charge your phone 

• Be prepared for emergen- 
cies with extra cell phone 
batteries 



No matter where you are going, a wireless device can add 
enjoyment to your journey. To make sure you are taking full 
advantage of the capabilities your portable devices offer, check 
your local CE retailer for accessories that can enhance your 
mobile experiences. We've listed our favorites below. 





MP3 PLAYER DOCKS & 
SPEAKERS 

• Portable speakers let you 
play music for a group; 
some include radios and 
can also play CDs 

• With a portable dock, you 
can recharge your player's 
battery as you listen to 
music 

• Play your music through 
car speakers using an 
FM transmitter 




CELL PHONE CASES 

• Safeguard your phone from 
wear and tear with a case 

• Universal cases fit most 
sizes of cell phones; some 
of these will include clips 
and wrist straps for porta- 
bility and accessibility 

• Fitted cases specifically fit 
your phone's model type; 
these can be hard acrylic 
casings, rubber sleeves, or 
leather pouches 

• Avoid getting scratches and 
fingerprints on your phone's 
screen with stick-on or hard, 
clear screen protectors 
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• Keep your hands free while 
still being able to use your 
phone 

• Link compatible cell phones 
to a Bluetooth headset to 
make or take calls without a 
tangled mess of cables 

• Use a headset that offers 
noise-canceling capabilities 
to ensure you don't miss 
any of your conversation 




MOBILE SERV ICES 

Whether your wireless device 
is brand-new or nearing the 
end of its life span, your local 
CE retailer offers services to 
help you take care of all of 
its needs. 

• Protection plans for GPSes, 
MP3 players, and cell 
phones 

• Phone and battery recycling 

• GPS setup and deck instal- 
lation 

• MP3 vehicle integration 

• MP3 player setup and 
training 

• Cell phone repair services 
and loaner phones 
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CLEANING ESSENTIALS 




Efficient & 

Environmentally 

Friendly 

Benefits Of Energy 
Star-Certified Appliances 

Products bearing the Energy Star label offer numerous benefits to consumers and the en- 
vironment. Energy Star claims that in 2009, it helped Americans save roughly $1 7 billion 
on utility bills and enough energy to offset the greenhouse gas emissions that 30 million 
cars would generate. The following are benefits of Energy Star-qualified appliances. 



Less Water Wasted 

Compared to standard washing ma- 
chines, Energy Star models use 50% less 
water. Noncertified models waste 1 7 
gallons of water per load, Energy Star 
claims. For full-sized washers, expect 
a 15-to-20-gallon savings per load. 
Noncertified dishwashers dating prior to 
1994, meanwhile, waste 10-plus gallons 
per cycle vs. Energy Star models. The 
water you'd save weekly by upgrad- 
ing to an Energy Star dishwasher could 
wash three laundry loads. 



Power Saved 

Energy Star claims certified 
clothes washers can cut energy 
usage by 30% vs. standard mod- 
els. Helping achieve the reduc- 
tion are new features such as 
faster spin speeds that pull more 
water from clothes, meaning less 
drying time. As for dryers, Energy 
Star doesn't certify them but ad- 
vises that models with a moisture 
sensor can shut a dryer off auto- 
matically once clothes are dry. 



More Time & Longer-Lasting Clothes 

Overall, front-loading and newer, advanced top-loading clothes washers are gentler 
and use less water than older models with a turning agitator. Thus, clothes last lon- 
ger due to less twisting and pulling. Elsewhere, some Energy Star-certified washers 
offer bigger capacities than standard models, meaning fewer loads for you to do. 



Money In 
Your Pocket 

You may pay more up front, but 
buying an Energy Star dish- 
washer or washing machine 
typically means more long-term 
savings. A qualified clothes 
washer, for example, can save 
$70 annually on average. The 
savings over the washer's life- 
time could fund a new dryer. 
Owners of pre-1 999 standard 
models fork out $135 more an- 
nually vs. Energy Star models. 
A pre-1 994 non-Energy Star 
dishwasher, meanwhile, costs 
$40 more annually. Upgrading 
to an Energy Star model would 
generate enough savings to buy 
detergent for a year. 



Energy Star claims certified clothes washers 
can cut energy usage by 30% vs. standard models. 
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Appliances 
With Steam 

Deep Clean Floors, 
Dishes & Clothes 

Steam cleaning appliances can heat up ordinary water to help you clean your car- 
pets, dishes, clothes, hard surfaces, and more. Each of the following steam-infused 
appliances eradicates dirt, grease, and stains and acts as a natural cleaner that kills 
deep-seated bacteria. 



Compact Steam Cleaners 

• A portable, compact deep cleaner makes it easy for you to spot 
clean carpet stains and access other hard-to-reach areas, such as 
stairs. These might include a 1 5-foot cord so you can cover a lot 
of square feet before needing to plug into a new electrical outlet. 

• Handheld steam cleaners are very lightweight and can be used 
on other hard surfaces, such as countertops, tile, and floors as 
well as some types of upholstery and carpet. 



Steam Washers & Dryers 

• If you need to wash delicate clothes, such as high-quality 
dress shirts or skirts, you can use a washer that has a steam 
cycle to keep clothes soft and minimize wrinkling. Steam 
washers require less power and water and are more efficient 
than traditional washers. 

• Instead of using heated air to dry clothes, a dryer with the 
appropriate steam cycle can dry clothing quickly and reduce 
wrinkles, as well as remove odors to refresh dirty jeans, 
sneakers, or stuffed animals. 



Upright Steam Vacuums 

• An upright steam cleaner can get the dirt and 
grime out of your high-traffic carpeted areas 
or hardwood floors. Some models feature up 
to 13-inch-wide nozzles, providing you with a 
broader cleaning path. 

• Models with a pressurized brush will break up 
hardened dirt so you can extract the deep-set stains. 
Others can use heated air to cut down on the dry- 
ing time after youVe steam cleaned an item. 



Steam Dishwashers 

• Leftover food that's crusted on your dishes isn't 
easy to remove, but many steam cleaning dish- 
washers offer a steam prewash cycle to loosen 
debris, ensuring they are cleaned thoroughly. 

• A steam cycle can also be selected for dirty 
cookware, such as pots and pans after making 
family dinner. 



An upright steam cleaner can get the dirt and grime out 
of your high-traffic carpeted areas or hardwood floors. 
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A Smart 
Dishwasher 

Clean The First Time Through 

How much time do you spend prewashing your dishes so they are spotless when 
they come out of the dishwasher? Today's dishwashers offer a variety of built-in 
features to make post-dinner cleanup as simple as scraping any remaining food off 
of the plate and putting the dishes into the machine. 



Steam 

• Models with a steam cycle bathe 
your dishes in steam to effectively 
loosen dried-on, starchy, and sticky 
particles that can be difficult to 
remove in a traditional spray cycle. 

• Because the steam doesn't use a 
forced spray to clean the dishes, it's 
ideal for washing fragile plates and 
cups, such as china and crystal. 



Adjustable Racks 

• Strategically loading the dishwash- 
er so that all surfaces are exposed 
and accessible to the water spray 
helps ensure that all your dishes 
come out clean. A dishwasher with 
adjustable racks makes it easier 
for you to load it — no matter the 
combination of plates, cups, and 
pans you need to clean. 



Specialty Cycles 

• Models with a rinse/hold cycle will quickly rinse off dirty 
dishes, which prevents food or liquids from drying onto 
your items or creating unpleasant odors while you wait to 
fill the dishwasher with a full load. 

• A sanitizing option raises water temperature to 1 60 de- 
grees to kill bacteria, so your dishes come out germ-free. 



Grinders 
& Filters 



Sensors 

• Some dishwashers feature a 
built-in soil sensor that analyzes 
the water in the wash cycle 
and adjusts the water cycle 
length based on how dirty your 
dishes are. 

• Other sensor technologies 
can help you save money on 
your energy bill by only using 
electricity needed to maintain 
optimal water temperatures in 
various dishwasher cycles. 



Jl 



Some dishwashers feature a filter with a built-in grinder 
that will crush debris that washes away from your dishes 
and prevents it from being redeposited on other items. 
Other models offer a filter that you can manually remove 
to clean out residual gunk. 



A sanitizing option raises water temperature to 160 degrees 
to kill bacteria, so your dishes come out germ-free. 
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Front-Load 
Washer Myths 

Get The Straight Facts 

Front-load washers, while unfamiliar to many, are actually more efficient than tradi- 
tional top-loaders. Front-load washers have been the subject of many myths about 
how — and how well — they work. Well help you separate myth from fact. 



Myth: Front- loaders require a spe- 
cial detergent. 

Fact: This "myth" happens to be 
true. A front- load washer works 
more efficiently when a special, 
low-suds detergent is used. A front- 
loader uses much less water than a 
top-loader, and HE (high-efficiency) 
detergents are made specifically for 
systems that use little water. 



Myth: Front-load washers cannot 
wash large laundry loads. 

Fact: A front-loader can hold more 
laundry than most comparably 
sized top-loaders. While most front- 
loaders can hold a 12- to 20-pound 
load, the typical top-loader holds 
12 to 16 pounds. 



Myth: More suds equal 
better cleaning. 

Fact: Not true in front- 
loaders. Excess suds 
can actually hold on 
to soils and redeposit 
them on your laundry. 
That's one reason to 
use HE detergents with 
your front-loader. 



i r 



Myth: Front-load ma- 
chines vibrate or "walk" 
more than top-loaders. 

Fact: Modern front- 
loaders that are properly 
installed are no more 
prone to vibration than 
top-loaders. 



Myth: Front-load 
washer doors tend 
to leak. 

Fact: The seals 
on the doors of 
today's front-load 
washers have been 
rigorously tested 
to ensure that they 
don't leak. 



Myth: Front-loaders are less 
efficient than top-loaders. 

Fact: Front- load washers are 
extremely efficient. Given the 
capacity advantage, a top- 
loader could use 80 or more 
gallons of water to clean 1 
loads of laundry per week, 
for which a front-loader uses 
16 to 20 gallons. 



ir 






Myth: Front-loaders are noisier than top-loaders. 

Fact: Front-load washers are no noisier — and 
often less noisy — than a comparable top-load 
machine, partly because they use — and therefore 
must move — lesser quantities of water than that 
used by a top-loader. Also, newer front-loaders 
are made with insulation and anti-vibration 
technologies that reduce noise. 



Myth: 



i: Front-load 
machines are prone 
to mold and mildew. 



f clCu This is not the problem it used to be. Just use the correct deter- 
gent and utilize the machine's cleaning cycle. If necessary, leave the door 
open to help the washer dry out. Use of a cleaning kit that includes a 
special cleaner can also help remove any odor-causing residue. 

by Rod Scher 
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CLEANING ESSENTIALS 




Floor Care 
For Every Need 

The Right Tool For The Job 

Many of us don't think about how to clean a given area of the floor until we have 
to, such as when we're house-training a new pet, working on a messy car project in 
the garage, or managing the chaos of a five-year-old's indoor birthday party. Another 
consideration is whether a job requires water. 

However, there is a tool for every job. Here are some to consider for virtually 
any floor-cleaning need, be it a small handheld vacuum or an industrial-strength 
vacuum. 



Upright Vacuums 

• Bag or bagless technology, depending on 
your needs 

• Often feature HEPA filtration to trap dust 
and allergens 

• Extra tools onboard for hard-to-reach 
places, such as stairs and furniture 

Perfect For: Everyday cleaning for carpeting, 
upholstery, rugs, and even hard surfaces 



Handheld 

& Stick Vacuums 

• Small and lightweight for easy 
use and portability 

• Often cordless, with recharge- 
able batteries 

• Designed for light cleaning jobs 

Perfect For: Spot vacuuming and 
quick jobs 



Commercial 
Vacuums 

• Heavy-duty performance for big 
projects 

• Designed to last a long time 
despite tough tasks 

• Some are wet/dry vacuums 

Perfect For: The toughest cleanup 
tasks in and around the house 



Hard Floor Cleaners 

• Include features that are better-suited to hard 
floors than carpet vacuums 

• Available as vacuums or steam mops 

• These can replace mopping and scrubbing 

Perfect For: Any hard surface such as wood, tile, 
and vinyl flooring 



Steam & Deep Cleaners 

• Designed to clean tough stains and ground-in dirt 

• Deep clean carpets and/or hard floors using water and suction 

• Powerful suction withdraws much of the moisture so drying 
time is reduced 

Perfect For: Deep-cleaning large or difficult messes on carpet- 
ing, upholstery, and rugs 



Let The Robot Do All The Work 

Robot vacuum cleaners can accomplish some small cleaning tasks without requiring any effort from you. They're compact, can 
typically navigate around obstacles such as furniture, and are designed for light cleaning in rooms without much clutter. 
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Compactors 
& Disposals 

Two Ways To Eliminate 
Kitchen Waste 

There are two appliances that can take care of your kitchen garbage at the touch of 
a button or flip of a switch. A trash compactor reduces your trash volume and masks 
garbage odors at the same time. A garbage disposal grinds and washes away food 
products. To help you decide which kitchen appliance is best for you, here's what 
you should know. 



Compactor Benefits 

• You can avoid frequently hauling trash 
bags out of your home by installing a trash 
compactor. Some trash compactor styles 
include built-in compactors that fit between 
under-the-counter kitchen cabinets and 
convertible compactors that you can wheel 
across the kitchen. 

• A model's compression ratio refers to how 
tightly it compacts trash. For example, a 
5-to-1 compression ratio reduces volume 
up to 80%. 

• Some common compactor features might 
include bag retainer clips, a tilt-away 
basket, clean touch controls, a removable 
drawer, drawer foot pedal, and/or a deodor- 
izing system. 

Perfect For: Anyone who wants to save 
money on trash bags and space in landfills by 
efficiently compressing their refuse. 



Disposal Benefits 

• Some foods rot easily and can leave behind unpleasant odors when 
you throw them in the trash. A trash disposal will thoroughly grind 
food and flush it away. 

• Older disposals found in sinks and dishwashers work less efficiently 
compared to the latest models, and one of the best times to install a 
new disposal is when you're replacing your dishwasher. 

• Standard sink disposals might include a continuous feed function to 
quickly grind food and prevent jamming, an overload protector to 
prevent disposal burnout, and a dishwasher connection to get rid of 
waste during the prewash phase. 

Perfect For: Someone who wants to decrease the amount of food 
waste that goes out in the trash. 



Better Together 

• Disposals and trash compacators can be used together to help you 
around the house every day. Whatever can't go in the disposal can 
be compacted, giving you less trash to take outside. 



You can avoid frequently hauling trash bags out 
of your home by installing a trash compactor. 
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APPLIANCES 




Bosch Dishwashers 

Quietness. Safety. Efficiency. 
Quality. 



Part of a Bosch complete kitchen solution, Bosch dishwashers (www.bosch- 
home.com/us) offer excellent performance and quality construction that lasts. 



Quietness 

You'll barely hear a peep 
from a Bosch Integra or 
Evolution dishwasher, thanks 
to its design and construction. 

• Two motors are indepen- 
dently used to minimize 
noise, and they're mounted 
in rubber hammocks to cut 
down on vibration. 

• A Bosch-exclusive solid 
molded base absorbs up to 
70% of washing sound. 

• Sound-dampening insula- 
tion is made from coated 
metal plus cotton fiber. 

• As you progress through 
Bosch's lines of dishwasher 
models, decibel ratings de- 
crease by 3dB, leading to 
quieter options. 



Safety 

For Bosch, safety means protecting 
your kitchen floor and cabinetry as 
well as your family. 

• In the unlikely event of a leak, 
the two-part AquaStop Leak 
Protection System holds water 
in the solid molded base and 
automatically pumps water out 
of the tub. 

• Working 24/7 on Ascenta 
models, the Overflow Protection 
can detect if water levels get too 
high in the tub and pump water 
out. This prevents leaks even if 
the dishwasher is turned off. 

• SaniDry Condensation Drying 
cycle uses a cool stainless steel tub 
to pull hot moisture from dishes, 
killing 99.9% of bacteria, drying 
loads faster, and preventing steam 
from venting into your kitchen. 



Efficiency 

Every Bosch dishwasher exceeds 201 1 
Energy Star standards and is equipped 
with high-performance and power-saving 
features. 

• Compared to the industry average, 
every model saves two gallons of water 
or more during a regular wash cycle. 

• The Flow Through Water Heater re- 
places the need for an exposed heating 
element, and it works like a mini 
tankless water heater. In turn, water is 
warmed accurately and efficiently. 

• To prevent the circulation of dirty water 
during the wash cycle, a self-cleaning 
Triple Filtration System continuously fil- 
ters water and pulverizes food particles. 



Quality 

With stringent quality standards to 
meet, a Bosch dishwasher is built to 
last 4,000 cycles or 1 years. 

• Every dishwasher completes 485 
quality tests, which includes run- 
ning with water, before it leaves the 
Bosch plant in New Bern, N.C. 
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APPLIANCES 



NOTEWORTHY 



Accessories 
& Services 




VACUUM BELTS, BAGS 
& FILTERS 

• Replace vacuum belts 
every year for optimum 
performance 

• Trap airborne pollutants, 
such as dust particles and 
debris, with micro allergen 
or HEPA filter vacuum bags 
and filters 




HIGH-EFFICIENCY 
LAUNDRY DETERGENT 

• Wash clothes better with a 
detergent that's formulated 
to work with a high- 
efficiency washer 

• HE detergent prevents 
damage to your washer, 
such as leaking, vibration, 
and poor spinning 




GAS FLEX LINES 



Ranges and laundry dryers. 

Gas lines aren't included 
with these appliances, so 
you'll need to pick one up 
With an auto shutoff fea- 
ture, you can protect your 
home from gas leaks 
Professional installers re- 
quire a new gas line 




UPHOLSTERY & FLOOR 
CLEANING AGENTS 

• Make cleaning easy with 
products made for par- 
ticular surfaces, such as 
multifloor, wood floors, 
carpet, and upholstery 

• Some agents can be used 
with a variety of products, 
but others are for use only 
with specific products 




LAUNDRY PEDESTALS 



Raise your front-loading 
washer and dryer to an 
easy-to-access and more 
ergonomic height 



Store laundry 
supplies in ped- 
estals that double 
as drawers 



After you've selected an appliance, you need to make sure you 
have all of the necessary extras, such as cords or hoses for instal- 
lation. It's also good to consider if you want a professional to de- 
liver and install your unit. By adding the accessories below, you 
can ensure your appliance's performance remains top-notch. 





REFRIGERATOR BULBS 
& FILTERS 

• Keep a spare bulb on 
hand to replace burnt- 
out interior lights 

• Ensure your dispensed 
water and ice always taste 
fresh with extra water filters 





WATER LINES 



• Refrigerators. Some models 
include plastic water lines, 
which are susceptible to 
twisting or leaks. A better 
alternative is a line made 
of metal, such as copper or 
stainless steel. 

• Washing machines. Don't 
settle for the rubber hose 
that comes with your 
machine, as it can burst. 
Instead, opt for a durable 
stainless steel hose that will 
last longer. 

• Dishwashers. Reusing an 
old water line can lead to 
water damage. Instead, 
get a dishwasher kit that 
includes a water line 
and power cord for the 
best performance. 



Power cords aren't included 
with these appliances. Here's 
what you should know: 

• Washers and dryers. All 

new models use 4-prong 
cords, but models made be- 
fore 1 984 require a 3-prong 
cord replacement. 

• Dishwashers. Purchase a 
three-prong cord individu- 
ally or in a kit that includes 
a water line. 

• Ranges. Check your home's 
electrical outlet to get either 
a 3-prong or 4-prong cord. 




Whether you're buying a 
new unit or need to tune up 
your existing one, CE retailers 
offer professional services like 
the ones below to help get 
your appliance up and running 
in no time. 

• Delivery & Installation 

• Appliance Recycling 

• Appliance Service Plans 

• Appliance Repairs 
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Online Content. eReaders 
can house an incredible amount 
of content, but you still have to get 
the content, so most models have 
their own online bookstores where 
you can browse, search for, and 
download books, magazines, and 
newspapers. To access and use the 
stores when you're away from your 
computer, your eReader must be 
connected to the Internet via Wi-Fi 
or 3G. 

If your eReader has a Web browser, 
you may also be able to use the 
Internet to access your email and 
simple text-based Web sites. Other 
models can wirelessly deliver your 
favorite periodicals to your de- 
vice daily. 



Use Wi-Fi. eReaders mostly eschew traditional 
Web browsers, but it's still easy to get online content 
through your device. Most eReaders have Wi-Fi capa- 
bilities built in so you can access your device's online 
bookstore when you're at home using your wireless 
network or when you're in a coffee shop, at an airport, 
or anywhere else a Wi-Fi hotspot is available. 





Use 30. Another means of getting online 
with your eReader is via 3G. On your smartphone 
or netbook, you generally need to have a contract 
and pay a monthly service fee for 3G access, 
but on select eReaders, 3G connectivity is free. 
Having this capability makes getting titles possible 
almost anywhere you may be, which is a terrific 
feature if you're not close to a Wi-Fi hotspot; and 
the fact that it's gratis is icing on the cake. 
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GAMING, MEDIA & MORE 



Kinect Fitness 

Fun That's Good For You 

There's a good chance one of your New Year's resolutions was to get your body, mind, or both in better 
shape, and Microsoft's Kinect™ for Xbox 360 ($1 49.99; www.xbox.com) can help you meet your goals. 
There are plenty of Kinect games that will get you up and active — and ensure that you have fun doing it. 

Get Moving With Kinect 

Because it uses your whole body as the controller, Kinect gets you off the couch. You can say goodbye 
to cabin fever and shake off those winter blues by popping in Kinect Sports or another fitness game. 
Kinect brings the fitness center home to you, so you don't 
have to venture out into the cold winter air to make your 
way to the gym. 

In addition to your body, your brain also needs a good 
workout every now and then. To keep your wits extra 
sharp, you can play a Kinect brain-training game for a 
post-fitness cooldown. Overall, Kinect™ for Xbox 360 
and its various fitness titles can provide a fun pathway to 
multiple levels of self-improvement. 





BODY AND BRAIN 

CONNECTION 



sl 



Body And Brain Connection 

Genre: Education | $49.99 | SKU: N/A 

Keeping your brain in shape is as important as keeping 
your body in shape, and Body And Brain Connection is 
designed to do just that. Another game in the line of clas- 
sics featuring neuroscientist Dr. Kawashima, this game lets 
up to four players use body movements to solve problems 
in 20 different activities. 

Body And Brain Connection is designed to make you think fast 
and solve problems related to math, logic, memory, and more. 
The game tracks your brain age, and you can compete against 
family and friends to see whose brain is the "youngest." 



(9X60X360 




Your Shape: Fitness Evolved 

Genre: Sports | $49.99 | SKU: 1179927 

You can get in shape while having fun with Your Shape: 
Fitness Evolved. Take fitness classes such as martial arts and 
yoga or play family-friendly mini games. You can also benefit 
from your own virtual personal trainer, who will help you 
through a variety of workouts that are created based on your 
fitness level and goals. 

With player projection technology that puts your image in the 
game and entertaining and eye-catching visuals, the game gives 
you feedback on the moves you're making. You can also track 
your progress and share it with the online community. 
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GAMING, MEDIA & MORE 







Kinect Sports 

Genre: Sports | $49.99 | SKU: 1180104 

Designed for your whole family to enjoy, Kinect Sports lets 
you take up boxing or play soccer, volleyball, track and field, 
bowling, and table tennis using your whole body to control 
your gameplay. You can play solo, with another player via 
split-screen, or with friends via Xbox LIVE. 

Examples of the type of moves you can perform include 
planting your foot and kicking the ball or jumping to block a 
shot in soccer, running in place and jumping to hurdle in track 
and field, and using your hands as paddles in table tennis. 




Dance Central 

Genre: Music/Rhythm | $49.99 | SKU: 1580049 

For the first time, you can play a dance video game that 
tracks the movement of your entire body with Dance 
Central. The game features lots of pop, hip-hop, and R&B 
songs to dance to, as well as plenty of routines to try out, 
whether you're a beginner or a seasoned booty shaker. 

You can learn the routines one step at a time with the 
Break It Down feature or shimmy, shake, and jump in 
with both feet. Dance Central doesn't skimp on graphics, 
either, giving you a variety of venues to dance in. 
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GAMING, MEDIA & MORE 



This Month's 

Blu-ray Disc Releases 

It's Kind Of A Funny Story 

Rating: PG-13 | MSRP*: $29.99 | SKU: 1834088 
( Release Date: 2/81 




Welcome To The Rileys 



Rating: R MSRP*: $34.95 SKU: 1902343 
( Release Date: 2/1 ) 




You Again 



Rating: PG MSRP*: $39.99 | SKU: 1687157 
CZ Release Date: 2/8 ) 




February 



Date 



MSRP* 



SKU 



A. I.: Artificial Intelligence 



An Affair To Remember 



Alice In Wonderland 



Alien vs. Ninja 



All About Eve 



All The President's Men 



All-Star Superman 



Bad Biology 



Bad Boys 



Beverly Hills Chihuahua 



Beverly Hills Chihuahua 2 



Boys Don't Cry 



Chain Letter 



Chaplin 



Chicken Little 



Conviction 



Daughters Of Darkness 



Dinosaur 



Enchanted 



Get Low 



Glorious 39 



Green Paradise: The Americas 



Hoodwinked 



How The Earth Was Made: 
Complete Season 



Hurricane Season 



Ice Road Truckers: 
Complete Season 4 



It's Kind Of A Funny Story 



Last Tango In Paris 



Let Me In 



Luke & Lucy: 
The Texas Rangers 



Momenta 



Monsters 



Moonstruck 



National Treasure: 
Book Of Secrets 



Network 



Never Let Me Go 



Night Catches Us 



Nurse Jackie: Season 2 



Pleasantville 



Rain Man 



Ray 



Road House 



The Last Unicorn 



The Princess & The Frog 



The Twilight Zone: Season 3 



The Wild 



Uncle Buck 



Walking Tall 



Weeds: Season 6 



Welcome To The Rileys 



You Again 



You Will Meet A 
Tall Dark Stranger 



2/15 



2/1 



2/1 



2/22 



2/1 



2/15 



2/22 



2/1 



2/1 



2/8 



2/1 



2/1 



2/1 



2/15 



2/8 



2/1 



2/22 



2/8 



2/8 



2/22 



2/15 



2/15 



2/15 



2/22 



2/1 



2/22 



2/8 



2/15 



2/1 



2/22 



2/22 



2/1 



2/15 



2/8 



2/15 



2/1 



2/1 



2/22 



2/1 



2/22 



2/1 



2/1 



2/22 



2/8 



2/15 



2/8 



2/8 



2/1 



2/22 



2/1 



2/8 



2/15 



$24.99 



$34.98 



$29.99 



$29.98 



$34.99 



$34.99 



$24.9 



$20.98 



$19.99 



$26.50 



$29.99 



$24.99 



$29.97 



$19.99 



$26.50 



$39.99 



$29. c 



$26.50 



$26.50 



$29.99 



$29.98 



$34.99 



$19.99 



$49.95 



$19.97 



$49.95 



$29.99 



$19.99 



$29.99 



$19.99 



$19.99 



$29. ( 



$19.99 



$26.50 



$19.9 



$39.99 



$29. c 



$39.97 



$19.98 



$19.99 



$24.99 



$16.99 



$19.99 



$26.50 



$99.98 



$26.50 



).99 



$16.99 



$39.97 



$34.95 



$39.99 



$38.96 



1679786 



1 8944456 



1687087 



1865087 



18945359 



1895218 



1895315 



18745924 



18927487 



1 8904762 



1687102 



1 8944447 



18941529 



18945146 



1 8904662 



172516 



18870191 



1 8904644 



1 8904799 



1834167 



1 8944022 



18981802 



1738207 



18866265 



18914323 



18770323 



1834088 



18991311 



1767878 



18928817 



18967633 



18921447 



18991241 



18904717 



1895096 



1902361 



18921508 



18967997 



1895209 



18991287 



1678031 



18991393 



18967606 



18904671 



18943157 



18904635 



1738155 



18991426 



18967951 



1902343 



1687157 



1769533 



Rating 



PG-13 



N/A 



N/A 



N/A 



PG 



PG 



N/A 



PG 



PG-13 



N/A 



PG 



PG 



PG-13 



N/A 



PG 



N/A 



PG-13 



N/A 



PG-13 



NC-17 



PG 



PG 



PG 



N/A 



PG-13 



PG-13 



N/A 



PG 



PG-13 



N/A 



PG 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



76 February 2011 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



FirstGlimpse 



GAMING, MEDIA & MORE 



bbl\D bQITI6 Descriptions 
Find Material That's Appropriate For Your Kids 



ESRB (Entertainment Software Rating Board) Ratings 



In order for parents to select gaming software appropriate for their children, 
ESRB (www.esrb.org) ratings are listed on the front and back of most game 
packages to provide concise and impartial details about a title's content. 



gggg 



Early Childhood. 

Titles with this ra- 
ting have content 
that may be suit- 
able for children 
ages 3 and older. These 
software titles contain no 
material that parents would 
find inappropriate. 



Teen. Titles with 
this rating have 
content that may be 
suitable for children 
ages 13 and older. 
Titles in this category may 
contain violence, sugges- 
tive themes, crude humor, 
minimal blood, simulated 
gambling, or infrequent use 
of strong language. 



dJMl.'lj Everyone. Titles 

^^t with this rating have 
^^0 content that may 
WmA be suitable for 
children ages 6 
and older. Games in this cat- 
egory may contain minimal 
cartoon, fantasy, or mild vio- 
lence and infrequent use of 
mild language. 






Everyone 10+. Titles 
with this rating have 
content that may 
be suitable for chil- 
dren ages 1 and 
older. Games in this category 
may contain more cartoon, 
fantasy, or mild violence and 
language as well as minimal 
suggestive themes. 




SfflSE Mature. Titles with 
At this rating have 
Jtv* content that may 
^ ■ ^| | be suitable for 

persons ages 1 7 
and older. Games in this 
category may contain in- 
tense violence, blood and 
gore, sexual content, or 
strong language. 



Adults Only. 

•Q Titles with this 
p^^ rating have content 
mm that is only suit- 
able for persons 18 
years and older. Games in 
this category may include 
prolonged scenes of intense 
violence, graphic sexual 
content, or nudity. 



For additional information, ESRB ratings on the back of 
game packages include content descriptions and depictions. 



GAMING TIPS FOR PARENTS 




■ ■ : ^ ' ■ 



Aside from checking a game's 
ESRB ratings, there are other 
ways you can ensure the 
games your youngsters are 
playing are age-appropriate. 

• Carefully look at everything 
on a title's packaging, in- 
cluding the game graphics. 



Find game reviews, screen 
shots, or demos to get a 
better idea of a game's 
content. 

If available, use the game's 
parental controls to 
restrict inappropriate 
content. 



Learn about games by 
talking to other parents and 
older children who are fa- 
miliar with or have played 
certain titles. 

Participate in your children's 
gaming and discuss their 
games as much as possible. 



Be aware of non rated 
ESRB material a game may 
contain. "Mods" are pro- 
gram downloads that can 
alter a game's content, 
and online games often 
have live player chats 
as well as other user-gener- 
ated content. 
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Which Game System Is Best For You? 

Game consoles and portable devices are no longer limited to gameplay. They can also access the Internet, download media, and play your 
favorite DVDs or CDs. To help you find a game device that will suit you best, here's a comparison of the most popular selections you can find 
at your local CE retailer. 



Hard drive size 



What It Means 



Sony PlayStation 3 
With PlayStation 
Move 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 1122275 



How much 
data the system 
can hold 



320GB 



Compatible 
memory cards 

Cards that will let you 
save and offload data, 
such as game saves or 
personal media 



PlayStation and 
PlayStation 2 cards 
with optional USB 
memory card adapter 



Optical drive 

Aside from game 
discs, other playable 
media formats 



Video 
resolution output 



Ports 



Highest number of Hookups for 



CD, DVD, BD 



video pixels that 
is sent to a TV or 
portable console 
screen 



controllers as well 
as video and audio 
outputs 



1,920x1,080 



1 A/V, 1 Ethernet, 
1 HDMI, 1 optical 
digital audio, 2 
USB 



Nintendo Wii 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 991 6446 



512MB 



SD/Nintendo 
GameCube 
Memory Card 



Can only play 
game titles 



720 x 480 



4 controller, 
1 Component, 
1 Composite, 
1 S-Video, 2 USB 



Microsoft 
Xbox 360 4GB 
Console With Kinect 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 1162439 



4GB 



USB flash drive 



CD, DVD 



1,920x1,080 



1 optical audio out, 
1 Ethernet, 1 HDMI, 
5 USB, Kinect port 




Nintendo DSi 

MSRP: $149.99* 
SKU 9249725 



256MB 



SD 



None 



Dual 256x1 92 



1 headphone, 
1 microphone 




Nintendo DSi XL 

MSRP: $169.99* 
SKU 97601 66 



256MB 



SD 



None 



Dual 256x192 



1 headphone, 
1 microphone 




Sony PSPgo 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 9459659 



16GB 



Memory Stick Micro 



None; download to 
internal and remov- 
able memory only 



480x272 



1 USB, 

1 headphone 




Sony PlayStation 
Portable 3000 

MSRP: $169.99* 
SKU 91 75082 



64MB 



Memory Stick Duo 



UMD (Universal 
Media Disc) 



480x272 



1 video out/ 
headset, 1 USB, 
1 DC out 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Included 














Online 


Wi-Fi access; 


Parental 


Compatible 


accessories & 


Available 










community 


Media streaming 


controls 


game formats 


services 


accessories 


Controllers 


Perfect for 






Web site 


Access the 


Helps parents de- 


Game titles that 


Accessories 


Extras that can 


Included 


Who can benefit 






membership 


Internet without a 


cide what content 


can be played on 


included with 


help enhance 


controllers; 


from the special 






for downloads, 


cable hookup; 


their kids can or 


the game system 


the console 


your gameplay 


wired/wireless 


features the gaming 






upgrades, and 


Send and receive 


cannot access 








controller com- 


system offers 






more 


media wirelessly 










patibility 








Yes, free 


Yes, 802.1 Ib/g; 


Options avail- 


Sony Play- 


DualShock 3 wireless 
controller, Move motion 


Move Navigation con- 


Includes 1 


Someone who wants 






PlayStation 


Yes — Netflix and 


able for games, 


Station 3 


controller, Eye Camera, 


troller, Blu-ray remote, 


DualShock 3 


the value of a full 






Network 


content from your 


BDs, DVDs, and 


titles and select 


USB cable, PlayStation 


Bluetooth headset, 


wireless con- 


gaming system with 






membership 


home network 


Internet access 


PlayStation 
titles 


Network membership, 
AA/ cable 


memory card adapter, 
wireless keypad, cables 


troller; wireless 


a BD player and 
media streaming 






Nintendo Wi-Fi 


Yes, 802.1 Ib/g; 


Options available 


Nintendo 


Wii remote and 


Wireless Wii 


Includes 1 wire- 


Gamers of any 






Connection 


Yes— Netflix 


for games, online 


GameCube 


nunchuck, sensor 


remote, wheel, 


less Wii remote 


age who want a 










features and 


and Wii titles 


bar, Wii Sports 


classic (wired) 


and nunchuck; 


unique wireless 










downloads, and 
more 




game, console 
stand, AA/ cable, 
adapter 


controllers, wire- 
less sensor bar 


both 

(some titles require 

a wired remote) 


gaming experience 
that requires little 
gaming knowledge 






Xbox LIVE 


Yes, 802.1 1n; 


Options available 


Xbox 360 sup- 


Kinect Sensor, 


HDMI cable, 


Includes 1 wire- 


Those who want an 








Yes — Netflix and 


for games, Xbox 


ports backward 


Wireless con- 


USB flash drive, 


less controller; 


Xbox console with a 








content from your 


LIVE, console 


compatibility 


troller, Kinect 


Xbox LIVE 


wireless 


Kinect Sensor to play 








home network 


play time, and a 


of the original 


Adventures game, 


headset, Play & 




games only with body 










Family Settings 


Xbox, Xbox 360, 


A/V cable, free 


Charge Kit 




movement, built-in 










pass code 


and Xbox LIVE 
Arcade titles 


one-month trial to 
Xbox LIVE Gold 






wireless capabilities, 
and more 






Nintendo Wi-Fi 


Yes; Yes 


Options available 


Nintendo DSi 


AC adapter, 


Audio headset, 


N/A 


Users who want a 






Connection 




for Nintendo DSi 
content 


and Nintendo 
DS titles 


2 styli 


battery power 
pack, screen pro- 
tectors, carrying 
cases, styli 




handheld gaming 
system that lets them 
take, personalize, and 
share photos 






Nintendo Wi-Fi 


Yes; Yes 


Options available 


N/A 


Rechargeable bat- 


Cases, adapters, 


N/A 


Those who want a 






Connection 




for DSi software, 
DSi Browser, DSi 
Shop, and more 




tery, AC adapter, 
stylus, and 4 
preinstalled titles 


headphones, full- 
sized stylus 




handheld gaming 
system better-suited 
for social gaming with 
a large screen 






Yes, PlayStation 


Yes, 802.11b; Yes 


Included 


Available for 


AC adapter, 


Protective screen 


N/A 


Those who need a 






Network 






download from 
PlayStation store 


USB cable 


film, cradle, head- 
phones, memory 
cards, cases 




bigger screen for their 
gaming, Internet, and 
media entertainment 






Yes, free 


Yes, 802.11b; No 


Options avail- 


PlayStation 


AC adapter, 


Battery charger, 


N/A 


Those who want to 






PlayStation 
Network 




able for UMDs, 
Internet, and 


Portable titles 


battery pack 


travel case, 
memory cards, 




enjoy gaming as well 
as movies, photos, 






membership 




video downloads 






AA/ cable, AC 
adapter, car 
adapter 




and music when 
they're on the go 

J 
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NOTEWORTHY 



Accessories 
& Services 




RACING WHEELS 

• A gaming steering wheel 
puts you in the driver's 
seat of a virtual race 

• A comfortable, accurate 
wheel will give you more 
control with turns, braking, 
and acceleration 

• Be sure to purchase a 
racing wheel that's com- 
patible with your specific 
game console 




• Adding a keyboard can 
help game efficiency — 
type in text codes and chat 
with other players quickly 

• Look for a model with 
a touchpad so you can 
easily scroll around the 
game display 

• Models that offer hotkeys 
will enable you to quickly 
perform tasks, such as 
gameplay actions 




USB DEVICES 



• A USB media hub will 
let you connect other 
USB devices (including 
MP3 players and portable 
game devices) to your 
game console 

• Use a USB rechargeable 
battery pack to charge 

the Li-Ion battery for guitar 
controllers 




Add a heavy-duty bass 
pedal to your gaming drum 
set to replace your stan- 
dard pedal 

A tripod microphone stand 
will make your song-based 
games more true to life 
Extra cymbals for your 
rock drum kit will give you 
more freedom to express 
musical ability 



The gaming experience goes beyond the game itself — you 
need the right console peripherals and the best just-in-case 
services. We've compiled a list of some of the must-have 
accessories that will only enhance your gameplay, so be 
sure to remember these items on the next trip to your local 
CE retailer. 





EXTERNAL MEMORY 

• External hard drives, USB 
drives, or memory cards 
back up your in-progress 
games 

• When additional memory 
is connected to live 
(online) games, you can 
save gaming content and 
downloads 

• The more memory you 
have, the more games and 
downloads you'll be able 
to store 




Use a hands-free headset to 
enhance your gaming ex- 
perience by planning strate- 
gies aloud with your team 
A Bluetooth 2.0 headset is 
designed to communicate 
with your game console; 
Bluetooth headsets will 
be compatible with most 
game consoles 
Consider noise-canceling 
headsets with echo-min- 
imizing microphones so 
you can hear and be heard 
clearly 




• Bluetooth technology 
lets you play while also 
having the freedom to 
move around 

• Some controllers use tra- 
ditional AAA batteries to 
sustain your playing time 

• Find the best design for 
your grip: ergonomic or 
traditional 




Your local CE retailer pro- 
vides some helpful services, 
both in-home and in-store, 
to enhance your game con- 
sole. Specifically, the profes- 
sionals can set up online 
connections, install system 
updates, and transfer data to 
a game storage device. 

• Configure online accounts 

• Console system updates 

• Stream media from a PC 
to a game console 

• Connect a console to a 
home-theater system 
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GLIMPSE AROUND THE CORNER 



A Peek At The Digital Future 



Powerline 
Networking 




Consumer electronics devices are con- 
necting to the Web to bring all kinds 
of new features to traditional devices, 
such as audio and video streams to 
your home theater, Internet-based 
weather reports to radios and stereos, 
photo-sharing to digital photo 
frames, and more. But 
things get tricky when it 
comes to networking 
these devices, which 
are often distributed 
throughout the house. 

Wireless is great, but only 
the latest wireless networking 
gear can handle the high bandwidth 
of HD content. Using wired Ethernet is 
a more reliable and robust means, but 
installing an Ethernet jack in every room 
could be pricey and labor-intensive. 
But with a powerline network, you 
can keep your connected devices 
online without knocking holes 
in your walls or upgrading your 
entire home network. Read on 
to find out how powerline net- 
working combines the bandwidth 
of wired networks with the ease of use 
required for a Wi-Fi network. 

Online Outlets 

A powerline network relies on an- 
other kind of network that all homes 
already include by default, the power 
network. The electrical system in your 
home consists of one or more fuse 



boxes and copper wiring that runs 
between each power outlet to give 
your electronics the current they re- 
quire to operate. A powerline net- 
work simply taps into this existing 
network and uses the copper wiring 
to pass data bits between power- 
line network adapters. Powerline 
adapters utilize a technology called 
OFDM (orthogonal frequency- 
division multiplexing), which enables 
the copper wiring to carry multiple 
data streams even while powering 
appliances and devices throughout 
your home. The latest devices also 
work independent of line voltage 
and current frequency to provide a 
consistent and reliable network- 
ing experience. 

This Internet access solution makes 
a lot of sense because there's always 
an outlet near the computer and an- 
other outlet near the Internet-enabled 
devices you'll likely be using. And if 
you can plug in a power adapter and 
an Ethernet cable, you can install 
and configure a powerline network 
yourself in minutes. 

Powerline Particulars 

To build your own powerline net- 
work, all you need is a pair of power- 
line network adapters, which are 
typically sold in pairs. Do note that 
you'll need an additional powerline 
adapter for each additional device you 
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want to connect to the network beyond 
the first device. Installation generally 
involves plugging a powerline adapter 
into a wall outlet near the PC and run- 
ning a short length of Ethernet cable be- 
tween the powerline adapter and your 
router. To complete the network setup, 
simply plug a second powerline network 
adapter (which will be the same brand 
and model as the powerline adapter 
plugged in near the PC) into an outlet 
near the Internet-enabled device, such 
as a gaming console in the home the- 
ater, and run a short length of Ether- 
net cable between the device and 
the adapter. 

The Pros Of Powerline 

Powerline networking's biggest ben- 
efit for users is that it requires no new 
wires to work. And it's no bandwidth 
slouch either; powerline networking 
equipment that adheres to the Home- 
Plug AV specification can handle 
bandwidth-hungry HD video content 
streaming between 200Mbps and up 
to 1,000Mbps. Because power lines 
can be shared between businesses 
and homes, many powerline adapters 
have built-in encryption that lets you 
secure data traffic with the touch of 
a button. 

Powerline adapters are generally com- 
patible with any device that commu- 
nicates over an Ethernet port, such as 
desktop and notebook PCs, game con- 
soles, DVRs, network storage devices, 
set-top boxes, Web-enabled TVs, and 
more. Some powerline adapters also 
provide power, freeing up an outlet for 
another device. 

Additional features on powerline net- 
working equipment include an auto 
detection capability, which makes set- 
ting up a powerline network plug-and- 



play simple, and an auto sensor capability, 
which automatically configures the net- 
work speed based on current conditions. 

Powerline networks offer many of the 
same benefits you'll experience with 
other networking technologies with 



few of the drawbacks. In fact, you 
might say powerline is the network 
lifeline your home theater has been 
longing for all along. 



Netgear Powerline AV 200 
Ultra Adapter Kit 

You already know how easy it is to build a powerline network, but with 
Netgear's Powerline AV 200 Ultra Adapter Kit (Model XAVB2001 : 
$129.99; www.netgear.com), you get loads of features that make getting your 
Internet-capable devices online easy, no matter where in your home they reside. 

The Netgear Powerline AV 200 Ultra Adapter Kit, as its name suggests, re- 
lies on the HomePlug AV specification, meaning it is designed to handle the 
bandwidth and quality of service demands of home- theater applications. These 
units support a data rate of up to 200Mbps, which is enough to transmit visually 
stunning HD video to your home- theater equipment without a hiccup. The kit 
includes two Netgear powerline Ethernet adapters, two 6.5-foot Ethernet cables, 
and a setup CD. Each unit features three tri-color LEDs that indicate data rate 
and connectivity, so you know at a glance if they're online. With the touch of 
a button, you can enable 128-bit AES data encryption to make sure everything 
that travels over the network is safe from prying eyes. These powerline adapters 
can supply connected devices with both network connectivity and power, as is 
the case with some wireless routers. This kit is generally capable of creating a 
powerline network in up to 5,000 square foot homes. 
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Love Is In 
e Kitchen 



Gadgets That Can Help You 
Whip Up The Perfect Meal For Two 










Mr. Coffee Steam 
Espresso Machine 

Complement a meal with a breakfast 
latte or an after-dinner espresso. 

$49.99 



Cuisinart Belgian 
Waffle Iron 

Start the morning off with a romantic 
breakfast of Belgian waffles and syrup 
as sweet as she is. 

$69.99 



KitchenAid Artisan 
Series Stand Mixer 

A stand mixer in a festive Valentine's 
Day color makes it easy to whip 
up desserts. 

$299.99 






Rival 
Fondue Pot 

A fondue pot that includes eight forks 
gives you flexible entertaining options. 

$49.99 



Cuisinart Griddler 

Whether you want to press a Panini for 
lunch or grill steaks for dinner, you can 
do it all with just one device. 

$99.99 



Oster Electric 
Wine Bottle Opener 

Quickly and easily open up bottles of 
wine for a Valentine's Day party with 
girlfriends or a romantic date. 

$19.99 
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